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Afatf week's 

WORKSTATION 
looks closely at three 
local computer shows. 
Featuring: 

* Mouasher Comput¬ 
er Show 
* Comcent *92 
* Apple Expo. *92 


Arabic Windows 3.1: 


Microsoft Corp. plans to 
Arabize Windows products 


. By Zald Nasser & 
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Special to The Star 

AFTER RELEASING Microsoft 
Windows 3.1 in English, 
Microsoft Corp. has announced 
the release of Arabic Windows 
3.1 in August or September, to 
follow a version of Microsoft 
Windows 3.1 with Arabic sup¬ 
port available by the end of June. 
This announcement was made by 
Mr Charles Allen, General Man¬ 
ager of Microsoft Middle East. 

Arabic Windows 3.1 will be a 
completely Arabized version of 
the English format including Ar¬ 
abized menus and messages and 
other features. 

According to Mr Charles Al¬ 
len, Microsoft does not wish to 
release both Arabic Windows 3.1 
with Microsoft Windows 3.1 
with Arabic support at the same 
time on the Arab market. Howev¬ 
er, it Is willing to make the latter' 
available to those who - really 
need to use Windows 3.1 in Ara¬ 
bic. 

Microsoft has already fully Ar¬ 
abized all of its user manuals and 
accompanying documents with 
Windows 3.1 and has already in¬ 
cluded two Arabic True Type 
fonts in the package. This was 
achieved using the same tech¬ 
nique used with the : Macintosh 
operating System 7 in Arabic, 
tne company, plans to include an¬ 
other eight to ten Arabic True 
Type fonts developed by a third 
party working with Windows. 

Arabic Windows 3.1 will use a 
new technique of protection from 
piracy. The program takes some¬ 
thing similar to a finger print 
from the machine it is working 
on and then attempts to ;motcfi 
that print every time it Is operat¬ 
ed. Microsoft intends to provide 
Arab developers with,tins new 
technique when uqed with Arabic 
Windows 3d. . - • • 
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The user can choose Latin or Arabic characters by tapping 
the letters in the comer of the screen Lor( ) (above). Ara¬ 
bic letters enlarged before chosing fonts. 


Other good news involves the 
official release of Arabic . DOS 
5.0 which will not be protected 
by Dongel like the previously re¬ 
leased Arabic DOS .3.3 which 


was not very popular. DOS 5.0 
add Windows 3.1 are separately 
functional products since users 
will not need to run A DOS 5.0 
in order to run Arabic Windows 
3.1. Users with Arabic Windows 
3,1 should be able to open up 
several windows through which 
different operating systems of 
Arabization can be run such as 
"DOS 5,0V "Naptha" and "Al- 
Musaed Al*^rabi N . 

As farMloro soft’s plans for the 
ATab inarfett. Mr Allen exnlutmyt 


Computer exhibitions this week 

hfoudsherComputerShow 

• The Scientific and Medical Supplies Co, is holding a Computer 
exhibition at the Amman Mairiot Hotel from ; : 

Thursday 14 May until Saturday id May. The . 
show will include all the lattst m Hewlett 
Packard hardware and varied software appU- ;• 
cations, 

Comcent*92 ".vj 

; ! , • v. «, 

• Comcent Trading and Contracting Co. will 

be holding a special oornputer exMbitioti.to . :; ;- ; 

mark 20 years of service in the Jordanian 1 y . >Ar \rs.;J S*' 
compater sector. lt wDl be beld in the Jordan V 

Intercontinental Hotel as of Tuesday 19 May. ; 

The Concern '92 exhibition wUlin^udemodhcUfrom Ml tec In¬ 
ternational Corp., aU^Europe^|TgfWangLaboratorie« Inci, 
Cal co nap, SaUdr, PrptabTechnotogy Op, «d Canonlmagejto- 
agementSystems. • • y-y : - /; \-r.l 
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Attention... Students, Teachers 
and Faculty members 
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; Meet the new Macintosh’ LC. A new computer that 
' puts much more power at your fingertips, and 
much less pressure < >n your p< nkei. 
Affordability made even more affordable. Power 
made even more powerful. Potential made almost 
.. i limitless. And that’s just for starters'. 

Buy a StyleWriter along -yvlth your new 
*• Macintosb lX^ and we’ll give it away at just, 
•JD 2,222. Xo strings attached. 

How f much more could anyone w am? 
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Upon the Occasion of 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 








ARAB BANK 

takes pleasure in conveying to 
HHS MAJ0SW ONO' HUSSEIN 
! and to the . 

PEOPLE OF JOR DA N 
Its mpst cordial wishes ahd greetings 
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An unconventional report on 
Jordanian news and views 


Time to regulate 
those satellite 
dishes 



■ The Ministry of Finance is out 
to get tens of Jordanians who re¬ 
cently installed satellite reception 
dishes through local dealers. The 
ministry gave owners until mid 
June 'to settle their status" with 
the Customs Dept "and oilier 
concerned authorities." This 
means that owners will have to 
pay duty on their satellite sys¬ 
tems, most of which were sold 
and installed by freelance mer¬ 
chants. A fully computerized sat¬ 
ellite system sells for an average 
of JD 4000, no questions asked. 
Lack of special regulations and 
laws presented some Jordanians 
with the opportunity to import 
complete systems, or important 
components, as computers or 
computer puis and pay low or no 
ditty in some cases. 

Tne Ministry of Information 
and the Telecommunications 
' Corp. have been discussing the 
best way to license and regulate 
satellite dishes, which were 
banned for security reasons until 
few months ago. But when the 
military lifted its ban, individu¬ 
als with connections began im- 

e g the systems. The delay in 
g a regulation to organize 
the ownership, operation and use 
of satellite dishes in Jordan, was 
due mainly to inter-governmental 
scuffle over which department 
has direct authority and responsi¬ 
bility on the matter. The Tele¬ 
communications Corp. says it 
must license the systems for ob¬ 
vious reasons. But the Informa¬ 
tion Ministry says Jordan Televi¬ 
sion must be involved since 
satellite, dishes receive television 
signals, Meanwhile, the Ministry 
of Finance was screaming that in 
the absence of a specialized regu¬ 
lation the Treasury Is being de¬ 


prived of customs duty money. 

Finally, it was agreed that the 
Telecommunications Corp. will 
be responsible for approving tie 
systems from the technical side, 
while JTV will charge fees for 
using the system. JTV says that 
satellite owners will have to pay 
a subscription fee for tapping mto 
Cable News Network (CNN) 
with which JTV has a marketing 
agreement for Jordan. 

Owners, who thought their 
troubles were over after they had 
paid thousands of dinars for in¬ 
stallation, will now pay duty, an 
annual license fee and a monthly 
subscription fee for tuning to cer¬ 
tain channels to keep their dishes 
intact. 

But that is not all. JTV now 
plans to offer CNN and other 
channels at a relatively low 
monthly fee to any one who owns 
a television set and has a regular 
receiving antenna. Fees will run 
for JD 10 to JD 15 monthly per 
channel. Subscribers will have a 
special decoder device attached 
to their antennas. The service Is 
to begin in June or early July. 

Satellite dishes in Jordan can 
not tune to all satellites beaming 
to Europe. The East Mediterran¬ 
ean region is out of range for a 
number of commercial satellites 
which limits the number of chan- 
els available to dish owers. 

A satellite dish substitute, 
which is also available in Jordan, 
is a special decoder device which 
allows one to receive between 
two to three channels including 
CNN and US Army service. The 
decoder is easy to hide sine it 
hooks on to regular antennas and 
is unlikely to be noticed by Cus¬ 
toms Duty officials or the Tele¬ 
communications Corp. Inspec¬ 
tors. Decoders are now gel linn for 
JD 2000. . 

But something good may come 
out of recent regulations after all.. 
Now that satellite dishes can be 


legally imported into the country, 
competition will bring their pric¬ 
es down to acceptable levels, an 
average of JD2000 per system. 

Race to restore the 
Dome Intensifies 

■ The dust hasn't settled yet over 
the row to restore the Dome of 
the Rock mosque in Jerusalem. 
Ignoring Jordan's announcement 
that it will bear the cost-of the 
project (see Jordan Week 14 
May), Saudi Arabia's King Fahd 
announced last week that he will 
not only undertake the cost of re¬ 
storing the Dome of the Rock, es¬ 
timated at about $10 million, but 
will also bankroll other projects 
to renovate A1 Aqsa and Omar 
mosques and other Muslim 
shrines in the Holy City. 

Egypt's President Mubarak 
wasted little time in congratulat¬ 
ing King Fahd on his initiative 
and offered to send a team of 
Egyptian architects to Jerusalem 
to oversee the execution of the 
project Jordan was so upset by 
this development that Acting 
Minister of Foreign Affairs sum¬ 
moned Arab envoys to Jordan 
and explained to them that Israel 
will be the only winner if this un- 
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takes into consideration Jordan's 
legal and administrative rights 
over restoring Muslim shrines in 
Jerusalem. 

Jordan's concern was height¬ 
ened when Israel's mayor of oc¬ 
cupied Jerusalem sent a message 
to Jordan through Awqaf offices 
in the Holy City stating that the 
responsibility of restoring Mus¬ 
lim shrines in "the Israeli capital" 
rests with Israeli authorities. Jor¬ 
dan is also angered by the fact 
that Saudi generosity is being 
channeled through the UNESCO 


^ v 

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN NOOR AL HUSSEIN ^ 

^ THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY/NOOR AL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION ^ 

™ •• .- ; AND : • V 

3^ THE AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 

.PRESENT ^ 

^ THE.RENOWNED ENGLISH PIANIST ! . jfr 

JOHN BRIGGS . V 

' IN a PIANO RECITAL (N JERASH 
■ ON THURSDAY, May 28.1992 AT 8:00 PM * 

TOURISTS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD Will ATTEND THE PERFORMANCE : ^ 

■■ • . :■ ■■ ■ 

• ; * the NATIONAL M^SIC CONSERVATORY. TEL: M7620 -i: ] ' ^ 

AN OPOONAL DINNER, AT m LEBANESE HOUSE FbR jD « 000 PFP Pwiriu 1 $ ’ P 

^ .y ;...TRANSPpi^ATlON ,H ^ ^GITAL . ^ 

^ u u U ^ V, y, VI VI V 


f \ 


h,,/| h ii ini /Vi 






k ■ A 


ignoring the Jordanian committee 
which Has been in existence for 
more than three decades. In his 
meeting with Arab envoys, the 
Jordanian minister explained that 
carrying out the restoration work 
through an outside party will 
only give credence to Israeli 
claims over the city and will pro¬ 
mote the proposal of internation¬ 
alizing the old city. Jordan has 
warned against politicizing the 
restoration issue and said doing 
so will complicate matters and 
prove once again that instead of 
bringing Arabs together, Jerusa¬ 
lem may end up dividing them 
even further. 

Meanwhile, Jordanians have 
become so emotional about their 
country's role in the restoration 
project, that they formed a popu¬ 
lar committee to support His Ma¬ 
jesty King Hussein's initiative to 
restore A1 Aqsa and Dome of the 
Rock mosques. The committee 
includes Jerusalem residents and 
Jordanian notables on its board 
and is headed by Dr Bassam A1 
Saket 

Irbld's voters turn 
down the Islamists 

■ Irbld's Reform Bloc dealt a 
heavy blow to its main rival, the 
Islamlo Bloc, in the city's munici- 
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pal elections, which took place 
last Wednesday. The Reform 
Bloc headed by Sami Irsheidat 
swept all but one of the council's 
12 seats. Observers believed the 
Irbid elections, in which more 
than 23,000 registered voters par¬ 
ticipated, signalled a change in 
voting trends in the Kingdom, 
which until last week was heavily 
geared towards the Islamists. Ir- 
shcldat won 13,880 voles, 4865 
more votes over his contender. 
Voter participation was 43 per 
cent of registered voters. 

Al Ramtha 
suspended after riot 

■ Jordan's Football Federation 
voted to suspend Al Ramtha Club 
for six months after Ramtha fans 
interrupted a match between their 
home team and Amman's Faisali 
at Irbid's Al Hasson Sports City 
on Friday. Rioters caused heavy 
damage to the playground facili¬ 
ties and riot police had to inter¬ 
vene to control the situation. The 
game was in its 64th minute 
when Ramtha supporters began 
throwing stones and empty bot¬ 
tles at players. Faisali was lead¬ 
ing 2 to nil. The federation re¬ 
viewed various reports on the 
incident before taking its decision 
and is expected to issue addition¬ 
al penalties against Al Ramtha in¬ 
cluding finCs and administrative 
suspensions. It is the strongest ac¬ 
tion ever taken by the federation 
in recent years. The federation 
also decided to make the final 
score of the game 3 to nil for Al 
Faisali. 
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Right cfreturn 

Palestinian refugees still 
yearn for the homeland 


By Kate Daniels 
Star Staff Writer 

FORTY-FOUR years ago follow¬ 
ing the creation of Israel, a young 
Palestinian family were forced to 
flee their home, leaving behind a 
small plot of land and a simple 
way ot life. They, and hundreds 
of thousands of other families 
like them, made the first wave of 
what is now known as Palestinian 
refugees. 

"When the (Israeli) army came 
we ran," said Urn Ali, who was 
then 21 years old and a young 
wife and mother. "I left every¬ 
thing behind except clothes for - 
my children and that which was 
on my feet and over my head." 

They found refuge in Beit Ijza, 
a rural West Bank village where 
they tried to readapt to their for¬ 
mer way of life. 

They remained for almost 20 
years, waiting for the day they 
could return to their homes and 
properties in what had since be¬ 
come Israel. But in June 1967, 
Um Ali’s family, along with thou¬ 
sands of others, fled again — this 
time across the River Jordan and 
into the East Bank. Their tragedy 
had not ended. 

They settled in Baqaa refugee 
camp, and neither Um Ali nor her 
eight children saw their country 
again. She has no family left in 
Palestine, knows nothing about 
her property there, but she still 
talks about the homeland. "It's 
where I belong," she says, al¬ 
though she has no anticipation of 
reluming. Today, there arc 3 mil¬ 
lion Palestinians refugees just 
like her around the world. 

Um Ali is now 65 and believes 
she belongs back in Palestine be¬ 
cause it was her birthplace. She 
has memories of her land, the 
soil, her village and her neigh¬ 
bors. She feels that when she dies 
she has the right lo be burled 
[here. Her ties are emotional and 
her concern is humanitarian. 

Her grandson Rami, however, 
a very different perspective. 
Now 23 years of age, no was 
bom in the hastily constructed 
Baqaa camp, and has never even 
visited the land of his forefathers. 

ties with his homeland are no 
jjwker than his grandmother's, 
but Ws concern is more political. 

Uke many of the younger gen¬ 
eration of Palestinians, Rami be- 
* at * e "Hi* of return" to 
Je lands of pre-1948 Palestine is 
we very crux of the current peace 
Process with Israel. 
uifcilJkJ 8 , a , basic hum** Hshl 

JW Palestinians are entitled 
S'. he sard. "It is the only tiring 
tow a lasting peace can be built 
.ground. It is not only to the bene- 
tV i of *y people, it will benefit 
»e whole world. It will be the 
achievement of peace." 

expressed 
at the recent sup- 
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; iftli 94 m ^ right of Pales- 
FJJ'.tefagees to return to . their 
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the Palestinian right of return is 
based on two definitive points," 
he says, "the historical right of 
the Palestinians to their land and 
the basis of UN resolution 194," 
Passed within months of the es¬ 
tablishment of Israel, this UN res¬ 
olution concerns the rights of Pal¬ 


estinians "displaced" from their 
homes. It formed the legal foun¬ 
dation of the Palestinian case pre¬ 
sented recently in Ottawa's multi¬ 
lateral round on refugees. 

"When the UN accepted Israel 
as a member, it stipulated that Is¬ 
rael must recognize this resolu¬ 


tion and its implementation," 
says Mr Irshaid. 

But Israel refused to make such 
a move, even with the reiteration 
of the resolution following the 
war in 1967. And so the Palestin¬ 
ians wait indefinitely for their 
rights. 

Back in Baqaa camp, Rami is 
musing on the possibility of go¬ 
ing "back home." "The Israelis 
believe that if the refugees return, 
they will be a security threat," he 
says. "They think we intend to 
destroy them. They forget it’s our 
homeland too.” 

Such thoughts seems less ap- 
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parcnl among the older genera¬ 
tion. Um Ali speaks of longing to 
return to her village where people 
lived as "one big family." 

"Life is difficult here in Jor¬ 
dan," she says, "we just work to 
eat and stay aiive. We (the Jews 
and Arabs) should all live side by 
side like we did before the war." 

Rami is less idealistic: "The old 
people build their opinions on re¬ 
ligion," he says, "but the youth 
are more politicized. The old folk 
think that peace is in God's 
hands, but the reality is that the 
right of return is the only condi¬ 
tion for peace." ■ 
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 
CROWN PRINCE AL - HASSAN 

Comcent Trading and Contracting Company 
invites you to celebrate their 20th anniversary 
by attending the 

SPECIAL COMPUTER EXIBITION 

on 20, 21,22 May.1992 . 
at the Intercontinental Hotel (Badia Hall) 
from 10 a.m. -1 p.m. and 4 p.m. -10 p.m. 
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Trading- and Contracting Co. 3rd. Circle, Prince MohammadSL Phone 644246/7 




































































Bui overall Mr Pettovich wu 
positive in Jordan's prospecis. 
'Wc are aware of ihc cnoimoui 
problems Jordan Is facing bul we 
are oplimislic because wo think it 
has valuable basic resources in 
the form of dynamic and skilled 
people who arc able to face these 
problems and to resolve than 
gradually," he says. 

Mr Prate expressed the hope 
that his visit to Jordan will help 
accelerate Implementation of iw 
new protocol, "it should be Im¬ 
plemented as quickly and effi' 
ciently as possible," he says. 

According to Patrick Walsh, as 
the 4th protocol gets underway 
the BIB will continue to support 
Jordan's own development ac¬ 
tions. The BIB wont solve the 
problems of Jordan but we can 
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EIB continues to support 
Sahab Industrial estate 


By Pam Doughety 

Special lo The Slar 

THE JORDAN Industrial Estates 
Corporation (JIEC) Sahab estate 
“is a real success" in the view of 
Mr Alain Prate, vice-president of 
the Luxembourg-based European 
Investment Bank (BIB), which 
has been a major financial sup¬ 
porter of the JIEC. 

Mr Prate, together with the Di¬ 
rector of the EIB's Mediterranean 
Department Mr Pelro Pettovich 
and the department's senior loan 
officer Patrick Walsh, was in 
Amman last week for the signing 
of a loan agreement of ECU 3 


million (JD Z58 million) be¬ 
tween the EIB and the JIEC. The 
loan will help to finance a third 
expansion program at Sahab, and 
follows previous BIB loans of 
ECU 8 million in 1979-81 and 
ECU 6.5 million in 1986 

Contracts for the expansion 
work, which includes the devel¬ 
opment of 68 hectares, construc¬ 
tion of 22,000 sqm. of industrial 
buildings and infrastructure 
work, including expansion of the 
waste water treatment plant, have 
already been awarded to local 
companies. 

Mr Walsh noted that the Sahab 
estate now employs 6,000-7,000 


workers, around 10 per cent of 
Jordan's industrial workforce. 
Around 25 per cent of its plants 
have relocated from less suitable 
sites in Amman and at least 60 of 
its 240 operating plants are sub¬ 
stantial exporters. 

He says the EIB believes the 
Sahab estate, the only one of its 
kind in the Mashrek region, could 
be a model for neighboring coun¬ 
tries. Industrial estates in Europe 
have received substantial EIB 
support over the past 20 years 
and have proven very successful. 

Sahab is certainly emerging as 
a model In Jordan. The JIEC's 
second estate is now under con- 
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Sahah: The only one of Us kind in the Mashrek region 

8truction in lrbid and the Rovem- Mr Prat* i« it,, 
mem has identified another half member of the mB X *2“* 


hab's" in other parts of Jordan. 
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pleased with what he saw. Coon” 
erauon between the EIB and Jar- 
dan has produced "good results, 1 
has included a total of 
JsCU 118 million m loans which 
have gone mainly to industry, ag¬ 
riculture and infrastructure devel¬ 
opment. 

During their visit the EIB rep- | 
resentatives held discussions with 
Jordanian officials on the alloca¬ 
tion of funds under the ECU 126 
million, fourth EC-Jordan Finan¬ 
cial protocol covering 1992-96, 
for which the bank will provide 
ECU 80 million in loans. 

According to Mr Pettovich, the 
two sides have now identified ap¬ 
proximately where the loans will 
go — 40 ocr cent to water related 
activity; 20 per cent to small and 
medium sized industry, with the 
possible inclusion of tourism; 30 
per cent to productive infrastruc¬ 
ture; and 10 per cent to to small- 
scale agricultural projects. 

But he issued a warning note 
on die possibilities of tourist de¬ 
velopment, often considered as 
an cosy development option, em¬ 
phasizing that such developed 
must be in keeping with tne re¬ 
sources of the country. Fbr exam¬ 
ple, tourists arc "water hungry" 
and this must be considered in 
nny plans to expand tourist num- 
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Jordan International 
Rally kicks off today 


By Frida Mdanat 

Special to The Star 

FIFTY-TWO cars will be lined 
up at noon today, Thursday, at 


the Roman Amphitheater await¬ 
ing the starting signal for the 975 
km long race of the 11th Jordan 
International Rally. 

This year's event, the biggest of 
all Middle East championship ral¬ 
lies in terms of the number of 
participants, will feature 24 
teams from Cyprus, Qatar, Leba¬ 
non, Syria, Saudi Arabia, 
Czechoslovakia, Ireland, Britain 
and Jordan. 

Organized by the Royal Auto¬ 
mobile Club (RAC) and 
sponsored by Silk Cut, the two- 
day event will include 21 special 
stages totaling 400 km in length. 
Covering mostly desert gravel 
tracks, the race is divided into 
two legs. The first leg will take 
the competitors from me Roman 
Amphitheater in downtown Am¬ 
man to Rabba village in the 
South, going through Tunaib, 
Hawwara, Madaba, Swaqqa, Sub- 
eiban and Absi, and then back to 
the Amman Marriott Hotel. 

The first car Is expected to 
reach the hotel at about 7:30 pm 
on Thursday. The second leg will 
start on Friday from the Marriott 
Hotel, taking the competitors to 
Petra and back to the storting 
point laic in the evening. 

According to Mr Derick Led¬ 
ger, RAC's director and course 
clerk, there will be two races 
within the rally. The 24 teams, 
comprising driving groups A and 
N cars, are participating in the 
rally as part of the Middle East 
Championship rally, the first 
round of which took plnco in Qa¬ 
tar during February. The Jordon 
international rally is the second 
round in the Middle East Cham- 
P'owhlp, to bo followed by other 
rallies In Lebanon, Oman, and 
Dubai in June, October and De¬ 
cember consecutively. 

On the national front,- a total of 
1 8 group B and S cars ore driving 
M part of the Jordan NaUonm 
Rally. Those cars, according to 
Mr Ledger, will be running separ- 
JJ®|y at 15 minutes intervals 
briund.lhe main rally cars. 

Observing this year's event will 
he the President of FISA (Feder¬ 
ation Nationale du Sports 
Automobile) Mr Max Mosely, 
who is visiting Jordan for the first 
wae. Mr Mosely's visit signifies 
jne increasing importance that 
jas been given to the Jordan rally 
punng the past years since it has 
P^ome a candidate for inclusion 
!2SJ ho , worid 14 international 
jajuttjjnlne of which are held in 
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Desert tracks feature well in this rally 


The 1990 Jordan rally, said the 
organizer of the event, has scored 
182 points out of 200, which is 
considered the highest score in 
the Middle East. 

The first round of the champi¬ 
onship, which took place In Qatar 
was won by Middle East champi¬ 
on, Said AJ Hajlri. He has now 
shifted to desert raids and shall 
not be participating in the re¬ 
maining rounds of the Middle 
East Championship. 

However, the Jordan event suc¬ 
ceeded in attracting a host of 
professional rally champions 
from both Europe and the Middle 
East. Among the favorites for to¬ 
day's trophy, says Mr-Ledger, are 
Dimilrios Mavropolous, from Cy¬ 
prus, Baghcera from Lebanon, 
Abbas Mosawi from Qatar and 
Mamdouh Khayyat from Saudi 
Arabia. 

Mavropolous, who Is three 
times champion of Cyprus, is 
participating in the Jordan rally 
lor tho first time this year. He is 
driving a Ford Sierra Cosworth 
with co-drivor Christodoulides 
who has been navigating for the 
past 11 years. 

Baghecra, the nickname of the 
Lebanese Maurice Sahnawi, is a 
rally veteran and champion of the 
1992 Lebanon Spring Rally. He 


1992 Lebanon bpn 
has been practlci 


has been practicing tho rally 
routes in his Ford Sierra for the 
past few days with his co-driver, 
Naji Stephan "trying to get famil¬ 
iar with the desert". His worry, he 
told The Star, "is to keep the car 
running on four wheels at about 
140 km per hour speed on Jor¬ 
dan's rough desert roads". His 
navigator, on the other hand, says 
that the desert is known to have 
so many short cuts, which Is to 
the advantage of those, familiar 
with it, referring to the competi¬ 
tors from the Gulf and Jordan. 

Driving the car that won Mo¬ 
hammad Bin Sulayem the 1989 
and 1990 Middle East champion- 
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ships is Abbas Mosawi from Qa¬ 
tar with co-drivcr Smyth, 
navigator for the past 20 years. 
In a Toyota Cclica GT4 Mosawi 
is all ready to push his way 
through the whole Middle East 
championships. 

Khayyat, who is driving a 
4WD Ford Sierra, finished at a 
well deserved second place in the 
Qatar International Rally. He was 
the first Saudi Arabian driver lo 
take part in the Middle East Rally 
and the first to compete in Euro¬ 
pean one6. His partner, David 
Nicholson, formerly co-driver for 
Said A1 Hajiri has a great deal of 
European experience and is a fa¬ 
miliar face in Middle East rallies. 

On the Jordanian side there will 
be eight compering teams. 
Among those there are two fe¬ 
male teams. Randa Buslami Is 
drivings Toyota Corolla GT with 
Moha Qalaji, and Maysa Khayyat 
is co-driving for Nqjwa A1 Has- 
san in an Opel Mania. 

Other leading Jordanian partici¬ 
pants include Alfred Shamoun 
driving his Scat Ibiza with his 
brother Raed, Naser Buslami, 
Rimon Fleifel and Marwan Abu 
Hamad. 

A complete radio network, cov¬ 
ering all the rally routes has been 
set up with connection to the 
main press office at the Amman 
Marriott hotel. Another press of-, 
fice will be located In Petra 
where a regrouping point has 
been installed. 

A total of 150 marshals will as¬ 
sist in the organization of the 
event, at the press office, service 
areas and regrouping points. 

In liaison with the Civil De¬ 
fense Directorate, Royal Medical 
Services and the Ministry of 
Health, hospital rescue vehicles, 
doctors and helicopters haveall 
been put on alert for the duration 
of the rally, In compliance with 
FISA regulations. ■ 



Malaysian art offers 
glimpse of Asian spirit 


By Hlnd-Lara Mango 

Special to The Star 

"A MESSAGE from Malaysia" is 
the title of the group exhibition 
currently on show at the Jordan 
National Gallery. A high degree 
of professionalism is evident on 
viewing the works of artists Ah¬ 
mad .Yusof, Ismail Latiff, 
Sharifah Fatimah Zubir, Nirmala 
Shanmuahalingam, and Khalil Ib¬ 
rahim. Although all artists share 
the same nationality, each gives 
priority to different issues. 

Ahmad Yusof is fascinated by 
documents, whether they be mar¬ 
riage certificates or school 
degrees. The artist says, "Our life 
is a documentation of something 
much bigger than us, and so In 
my art I aim lo revive these rot¬ 
ting decaying documents and 
give to them renewed visual aes¬ 
thetic value. They encapsulate 
everything of my life, an exten¬ 
sion of myself and my family." 

Thus, using the theme of docu¬ 
ments we see lots of calligraphic- 
like patterns in his work. He has 
made several studies in this style 
using serene hues of pink and 
vermilion. Still adhering to the 
theme of scrolls he also experi¬ 
ments with more daring colors on 
paper. 

Static movements take definite 
form in Sharifa Zubir's "mind- 
scape" acrylics on canvas. 
Striking green and red vibrate 
with curvilinear lines which take 
on a human dimension. It is as 
though the line of thought com¬ 
menced by Yusof Is continued by 
Zubir, yet in a different form. 

The metaphysical is her inspi¬ 
ration, as "cipace on earth, like 
that of the cosmos, should be 
treated as a value by itself, not 
merely as something to be arbi¬ 
trarily filled. I relate shapes and 
forms in space through colors. 
Each color, by its very nature, is 
inclined to push forward or draw 
back, thus forming an impression 
of metaphysical space." Thus, for 
Zubir color is symbolic: Black is 
juxtaposed to bright yellow and 
Is strangely translated into light. 
Bright red pulsates with spirit, 
anogreen with fertility. 

This attraction to the metaphys¬ 
ical is repeated in Ismail Laima 
cosmic creations. A shower of 
color bursts from one point or an¬ 
other In his acrylic, mk, and oil 
on paper. The effect is aestheti¬ 
cally eye catching and 
reminiscent of glossy posters. He 
treats his creations as a series, 
calling them ‘Geraksakti 1 , which 
means ’moving energy, 1 And true 
to Its name, multitone dots come 
.Jutting out as if it were a huge 
wave that is about to burst. 

The moon is always present in 
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these compositions and takes on 
different colors as one moves 
from one season to another. 

Intrigued by the concept of 
metamorphosis and nature's ener¬ 
gy, Latin - says, "Every time we 
paint wc discover music. There is 
always this search; my kind of art 
is a total involvement." 

Nirmala Shanmughalingam 
deals with the totally different 
subject of the harsh realities of 
human misery. Greatly affected 
by the measure of Sabra and Cha- 
tile, which took place in Lebanon 
in 1982, she depicts the human 
agony of children In a very ex¬ 
pressive manner. She uses the 
photo silkBcreen technique, 
which gives the same effect of 
the positive and negative in pho¬ 
tographs. 

Leaving no room for misinter¬ 
pretation she writes a caption 
under one piece: "At the bomb 
shattered home, a five year old 
boy lies wasting away, and flics 
swarm around him." This is writ¬ 
ten below the scene of a crying 
child surrounded with human de¬ 
bris. The color black adds 
desolation to the dramatic scene. 
With her interest in human suf¬ 
fering, the artist has also done a 
series about Vietnam, pollution, 
and refugee children. I 'we have 
lived with this nightmare for far 
too long," she says. "I hope, as 
artists, we didn't stand by and 
walk away." 

On a lighter note, Khalil Ibra¬ 
him presents Ms 'Beli' series. 
Tropical images of women work¬ 
ing oy the sea shore arc the focal 
point for all of his pieces. Even 
nls batiks reflect the Malaysian 
culture in a more traditional way, 
for the latter show scenes such as 
battles fought long ago. His figu¬ 
rative modern acrylics and oils 
are quite a contrast even though 
they still evolve around tradition 
Malaysian life. His people are 
faceless, yet their joy in their ac¬ 
tivities is indicated by the bright 
warm sun, and orange and gold 
moods of the paintings. 

This exhibition runs until 7 
June, and is quite ah experience 
to see. ■ 
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Is the Intifada harming 
Palestinian children? 
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A generation of young Palestinians 
is characterized by frustration, ag¬ 
gression and a values turned up¬ 
side-down, two Dutch doctors say. 

THE INTIFADA is causing irreparable 
psychological harm to the children partici¬ 
pating in it, according to two Dutch ex¬ 
perts interviewed recently by Rjlia, a ' 
weekly put out by the University of Am¬ 
sterdam. 

Willem Scholte, 40, is a psychiatrist and 
a member of the executive of Doctors 
without Frontiers. Esther Schoonbeek, 25 
practises ergotherapv, a method of healing 
m which patients, after observation, are di¬ 
rected to activities that will develop their 
abilities. Both have spent lime working in 
the occupied Gaza Stnp. 

Scholte had expected to find that the Pal¬ 
estinians' problems stemmed mainly from 
living under the constant stress of military 
. occupation, from poor sanitary conditions, 
curfews and the actions of Israeli troops 

factors 800n discovered otber contributing 

"The Intifada,” he says, "is carried out al- 
most entirely by children and youths. 
When they are detained, they risk being in¬ 
terrogated by aggressive methods. This 
rnay cause nightmares and increased irrita- 
hon leading quickly to anger, or its oppo¬ 
site, an emotional numbness resulting in 
apathy, inertia and an unwillingness to 
leave the house. Psychological problems 
may find expression in physical disorders. 


ered the big heroes of the Intifada TV v 
iuc mi excellent weapon, since sol£ 
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on tlk.se children — one, however to 
which they arc not equal. ' 10 

"Since they arc considered so important 
and. refuse lo accept the authority of the oc¬ 
cupiers they dont accept any olher author- 
ily either. Family relationships are thus 
completely reversed, with fathers logins 

their natural authority." ® 

Psychiatrist is very concerned about 
what will happen when the Intifada is over 
and peace is established. Disturbed author- 
ily relationships in early childhood have 
- ^‘“.consequences, he notes explaining 
that children need authority to develoo a 
system of moral standards. If there is ever 
peace in the Middle East, says Scholte 
mere will be a whole generation of young 
Palestinians who have grown up like this. 

A project being considered by Doctors 
without Frontiers is aimed at women, who 
face their own problems. They may be 
mamed to depressed husbands who are out 
of work, cannot feed their families and sit 
at home all day long. Or they may be 
afraid of their children. 

When a father or a son has been killed or 
has disappeared, there is no room for 
mourning. The dead or detained are seen 
as martyrs, who must be revered. These 
women's grief must thus find another out¬ 
let. 

The Intifada has presented these women 
with another problem. The revival of fan- 
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Armenia isn't the aggressor 



To the Editor: 
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Economic reform has to reach them, too. 

°S£5^* pn ^£S‘ I posable without strong government. 

jEEHCVi H 89 f 6Wb j president “> 1990 on a reform platform, 
t .^mJS l ? a oo n n dl0pped P®* made Plans to reduce spending and 

St re^ Thfr a ™f a t0 c .n 8 t PerC w free trade md P rivatize industries. But 
1 lhe Caracas stock market as a poltecal outsider larUim. conmes- 
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n ? lthe „ r f r ng . officers ingofa Brazilian miracle. 
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action^flS g h^ re ‘ ehange rate, lb the consternation of 
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Chile took thp ratT ? gl f leS '■ u the money supply fluctuate almost 
early 1980s lonohpfnL°! m 016 ’"thout restriction while concentrating 
to on fine-tuning interest rates to manage 

fehi™ne^KS ,t8 - W,th P reserves of fo reign currencies, 
flexible nmoraJfirf 1 ^ m ’ As might have been expected, privat- 

SrtflS?Pnedhy thehter- ization and freer trade were criticized 

devaluation as v y cii^ n ^ii^ PK>m °^ g 8 8eD .? ut of national sovereignly by 
dramatic fell in liwino =^n!f Li Ca ir 8 ino? the traditional left, which is still strong 
alone the GDP dn!™^k!^ S ‘ ^ ^ fi ~ on the continent. Conservatives crit- 
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poiicies and the near-fixing of the ex¬ 
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By Domingo Fontiveros W. 

in Caracas, Venezuela 

‘ AFTER BECOMING the world's big¬ 
gest oil exporting country in the 1920s, 
\fenezuela enjoyed ever-growing pros¬ 
perity for more than half a century. The 
Constitution made the state the sole 
owner of sub-soil riches, so government 
grew rich although taxation was low. 
Democracy flourished after 1958, riding 
on government programs for the poor: 
housing, health, education and agrarian 
reform, all paid for by oil. The middle 
class swelled and enjoyed a comfortable 
standard of modem living. 

Oil accounts for 70 percent of govern¬ 
ment budget revenues and more than 80 
percent of total exports while employing 
less than 1 percent of the work force. So 
when world oil prices turned down in 
1982, export revenues began spiralling 
downwards, and public finances and the 
balance of foreign payments were pres¬ 
sed toward huge deficits. Economic 
growth declined and consumer inflation 
became a major public concern; pre¬ 
viously, for many years inflation had 
been lower than in the US. 

, By early 1989 the financial situation 
had become critical. Reserves of inter¬ 
national currencies were almost zero 
while imports, fueled by public sector 
demand, surged and exports lagged. 
The government deficit became un- 
fflarageable and the country could not 
seryii^ its foreign debts. 

The newly elected government of 
Resident Carlos Andrds Pdrez had to 
.j&e draconian measures to rebuild con¬ 
fidence and restore investment and 
Growth. The paramount objective was to 
^et new ground rules for a market econ¬ 
omy far different from the bureaucratic 
of prices, interest rates, external 
■ ?? and foreign exchange in the 

decades. The move to fiberal- 
jae the econbiqy was intended to bring 
roots into fine with the emerging global 
ec ^oroy, and to knock out corruption 

Fontiveros W. is president of 
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which had become rampant when gov¬ 
ernment controls were at their height. 

It was a dramatic change for a coun¬ 
try accustomed to populism, subsidies 
and state protection. Thus it was daring 
and risky, made feasible in many 
respects only by the political support of 
the international community, led by the 
US government, and by the heavy lend¬ 
ing granted by the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund and the Vforld Bank. 

Liberalization immediately brought in¬ 
flation which had long been suppressed, 
and this in turn led to depression and 
unemployment. Widespread popular 
riots were the first reaction to rising gas¬ 
oline prices and public transport fares at 
the outset of the new government in 
1989. Curfew and military deployment 
were needed to restore law and order. 
However, AndrCs Pdrez continued re¬ 
forms, declaring that prosperity was 
around the comer. The people trusted 
him and peace returned. 

Three years later, results are mixed. 
Corruption cases dating back to the 
previous regime are still pending. 
Cumulative inflation has been over 200 
percent. Real wages have dropped con¬ 
siderably and the middle class has been 
severely hit. Growth was at 9 percent in 
1991, but Gross National Product per 
person is still way below 3988 levels. In¬ 
ternational reserves are high, but Social 
hardship had been so severe that many 
doubted the government could hbld to 
its policies. 

Then came February 4 when 30 per¬ 
cent of the armed forces rebelled and 
tried to overthrow the government. The 
biggest cities in the country (Caracas, 
Maracaibo, %lencia and Maracay) were 
Under the control of insurgents for 
several hours. The authorities overcame 
the uprising, but surprisingly found lit¬ 
tle or no active support among the peo¬ 
ple. hi feet, the most^visible rebel leader, 
a lieutenant colonel, overnight became 
asort of folk hero after a30*ebond ap¬ 
pearance onTV to surrender his forces 
and ask comrades in the rebellion to do 

^^iiticalfe 

ed coup has driven Audrbs P&ez to 
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At left: Caracas rooftops— 
hoping for good news? 

with the main opposition party, and sup¬ 
port the convening of a Constitutional 
Assembly to provide for the democratic 
expression of popular dissent. Prices for 
key consumer items, including gasoline, 
have been frozen, and a mandatory min¬ 
imum wage hike of 40 percent is to com¬ 
pensate for past inflation. The govern¬ 
ment has so far kept economic cabinet 
posts in the hands of reform-minded 
technocrats, but it continues to be under 
tremendous pressure to stabilize the ex¬ 
change rate, bring down inflation and in¬ 
crease direct help to the poor areas. 

For business concerns, the latest 
moves raise questions about whether 
the government intends to reverse the 
rules for the market economy, and even 
about whether it is likely to finish its 
constitutional term. Although optimism 
remains basically strong, domestic and 
foreign capital has adopted a wait-and- 
see attitude. Nevertheless, psychologi¬ 
cal reaction has been abrupt: the Cara¬ 
cas stock exchange has dropped about 
20 percent and the exchange rate 10 per¬ 
cent in less than a month. Inflows of 
foreign capital to finance privatization of 
several public electric companies are 
dubious now that the government has 
frozen electricity prices. The budget 
deficit, initially reckoned at 1 percent of 
Gross Domestic Product, may well dou¬ 
ble as a result of recent policy changes. 

On top of all this, there is the prospect 
of lower-than-expected world oil prices. 
It all resembles “boom to bust” and 
pessimism could make matters worse. 
But is there light at the end of the tun¬ 
nel? Certainly, if toe authorities and 
other leaders tackle the problems at 
their roots. 

First, the problems do not arise from 
the change toward a market economy. 
It is the macroeconomic policy of the 
government that has produced less 
growth and more inflation than needed, 
basically because public spending has 
been misdirected and mismanaged. 
Second, social programs must be de¬ 
signed to help toe poor engage in pro¬ 
ductive activities rather than to provide 
transient relief, which easily can be 
understood as politicking. Third, sus¬ 
pects in corruption cases must be pros¬ 
ecuted and sentences imposed with no 
chance of political interference. Last but 
not least, the population must be given 
toe opportunity to express dissent by 
voting to put new faces and voices in toe 
legislatures, toils refreshing the political 
process. 

By political and judicial reform and 
judicious management, toe government 
can provide a solid base for a freer econ¬ 
omy, offering opportunity to all and 
penalizing inefficiency, and ean punish 
crime and robbery whenever they are 
proved. If made in time, policy adjust¬ 
ments will riot only save democracy but 
?l 80 drive \fenezuela info the new cen¬ 
tury with renewed economic strength,’, 
fully integrated info foe world economy 
after having set its course for political 
and economic development in the 
region.* ; I j •/: 
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Will Mexican miracle become a reality? 

A bold break with the past leaves liberalization unfinished ^ ^. uch r ? mains to be'doS 

__ J create conditions in which it can ache# 

lts ^ Poteotia 1 and the poor can pro^ 

BY ARTURO DAMMARNAr where there should be precisely be- manufacturing exports, public invest- competitive in tlremmte wS 10 ® 

■ w . n . . . c^use the sectors are strategic. Second, ment in infrastructure, and expansion of reolace the miveH e ® C0 J®® 

5=s,-as a£SSE& SS33SS ™~ss== 

pS sSHi 

replace the mixed economy with a it cannot beknown what the muLmw .. ce ’ a “*^ eer 113,16 ^t* 1 °ur mam ment to ensure that deregulation and 
market economy, Both options con- will or Ifll StT-S m thfS meShn^lT 1 g 7 ernm ® nt m '? st ' Privatization will be penWnt, 
templated privatization and deregulation nence of privatization is not maraS" ^ nt should be supplementary and in- In fairness, we must recognize bo* 
of industry, but they differed in breadth] TfflSfK a subshtute for private much has been done to im” 

depth and permanence of the reforms, turing of toerteed kmoiS has ten eSS ^ R mflatlon must be Mexicmi economy during the fot tee 

So far, the option chosen by the gov- successful The Salmas admmfctratfnn .. , years of the Salinas government. Never- 

eminent of President Carlos Salinas de has beerdearftoShe £S£t nle^entt^ 6 g0VemmeM has m - theless - * remains imperative for the 
Gortan has been the first-restructuring it is one of chance aimina ^ ^ f measures, in many government to limit legally its partidpa- 

a mixed economy. As long as the govern- objectives: high, sustained and wide SOO^owmn^nf S f UCCe - S ' *£ ore , than tion in the econom y to what is its real 
ment maintains that sectors considered spread economic growth (6 percent a ^ t ? rp ^ es have b * en Province: guaranteeing freedom and 

strategicfoil and basic petrochemicals, year); creation ofl.5 million jobs a vear- ware the , paSt Property rightsin an environment gov- 

the: electee industry, railroads, and mail redistribution of income 1 and inflation of prnnnnw h mporta ^ sectors °f the emed by the rule of law; promoting hu- 
delivery) will continue to be state mo- no more man rights and the dignity of the in- 

nopohes, there will be no competition the purchasing power of salaries Asamcuii- J® P* others, dividual in economic activities; and inter- 

— . ? .(.rsiistd» 

Arturo Damm Amal 13 head of the School achieve those goals, the government de- have been forced to 

S 0 n^“fM eUniV r raidad “ded that the engines of economic adapt in older to fere Oil the Tight tl^Ck 

Puamencana in Memo City. growth must be private investment in their new comneti- ~ . ■ —— 

~ ' --tore. Now the govern- Mexico foresees growth with lower inflation 


By Arturo Damm Arnal 

in Mexico City, Mexico 


Arturo Damm Amal is head of the School 
of Economics of the Universidad 
ftnamericana in Mexico City. 
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mentis negotiating a 
free trade agreement 
with the US and Can¬ 
ada. Lastly, inflation 
has been reduced sig¬ 
nificantly in the past 
four years. Results 
speak for themselves. 
The situation now is 


On the right track 

Mexico foresees growth with lower inflation 
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most significant event in Costa Rica was 
the beginning of negotiations to establish 
free trade with the US (Enterprise for 
the Americas) and Mexico, among 
others. Maybe this will help us find 
another way to improve our economy. 
—Maria-Elena Carvajal, director, 
Actualidad Econdmica, Costa Rica 

L atin America is rapidly moving into 
active participation in trading blocs 
and is responding effectively to the need 
to be more competitive on a worldwide 
basis, which is triggemg economic 
growth and social democracy. The ma¬ 
jor events of the past year in Mexico 
have been the increased entrepreneurial 
activity and productivity and the program 
called Solidaridad—i great and constant 
move toward a vision of reality and social 
democracy. 

—Samuel Podolsky, general 
manager. The News, Mexico 

P luralistic democracy can be des¬ 
troyed if we don*t find a way out of 
our debt problems. It seems as if our 
money keeps flowing out of the country, 
and the end isn't in sight. Latin America 
needs to be given the opportunity to pay 
off its debt with less interest. If not, we 
, will be paying interest forever, and that 

Editors note: At a WorldPaper meeting held in March, in Bogota, editors from is not fair. In Paraguay, the most impor- 

stx Latin American nations wen asked if optimism was justified for Latin tant event was confirmation from the 
America 's future and to assess the mood of their own country. president that he will not run for reelec¬ 

tion. But regarding Mercosur (the trade 

Y es, optimism is justified. Govern- changes that our countries need are be- group comprising Paraguay, Brazil, 
ments have realized there is a clear ing postponed and it is very difficult to Uruguay and Argentina), everyone 
linkage between economic and political privatize some state enterprises. With knows that it is important for the mem- 
freedom. Most governments have trade opening, our businessmen and ber-countries, but nobody is sure what 
adopted neoliberal ideas: fighting infla- workers are deeply worried about how will happen. The problem is that we talk 
tion, opening the economies, diminish- all this change will help improve the stan- about a step-by-step process, not real 
ing state intervention, and permitting dard of living and control inflation. The integration. I believe it would be much 

free exchange. Public opinion is reacting --- : - 

favorably. This is the key to the future. 

In Colombia, the 50 percent increase in 

international services due to confidence rnj^ viz-lit- a* nnv*'nr\V* 
m the future and a total reverse on llG T)llliCllwS CO± IlGx 

capital flight are the most important ± 

events of the past year. 

—Joaquin de Pombo, former director, 

Estrategia, Colombia The following news about Latm America is from a World Times conference on the 
proposed North American Free Trade Agreement held last November in Boston. 

A ptimtem is justified because freedom 

v/is identified in my country with de- -president Salmas was a student of TT7e are rethinking our past arid our 
roocracy—and democracy is the best I mine, so you can hardly expect me VV future because the present made 


The pundits’ comer 


v*b a u/rtuu, jutrrtar ui/cttvr, ( , , 

Estrategia, Colombia The following news about Latin America is from a World Times conference on the 
proposed North American Free Trade Agreement held last November in Boston. 

A ptimfam is justified because freedom 

v/is identified in my country with de- president Salmas was a student of TT7e are rethinking our past arid our 
roocracy—and democracy is the best I mine, so you can hardly expect me VV future because the present made 
vehicle to achieve progress and is be- to disapprove of, broadly speaking, the us. The crisis made us. Vfe are open and 
Heved to offer the best representation of steps that are being taken in Mexico, we are looking-most Mexicans-for the 
aH spheres of society. The attempted They seem to me \«iygood-the liberal- (North American) free trade agreement, 
coup d'etat in \fenezuela significantly ization of the economy, the privatization But even if the agreement never exists, 
strengthens the above statement. The of defunct industries, which has been our attitude of looking forward will keep 
notary rebels took it upon themselves something very important in South on. % knew that it is through Op^mess, 
to represent the nation's unconformity- America. I don't talk about privatization through accepting and approprfatfrig ex- 
against democracy, but to improve as though it were a great action by itself, periences from the outside, world, that 
toe democratic system. but to the extent that it is a coverfcr get- we can develop, w kne^ that it is 

~1bm Bianchl, editor, ting away from the enormoua subsidies toough a bettereconomy .that we can 
. The Daily Journal, Venezuela to incompetent industries, I think it has have a more solid culture. Ytt do not 

pragmatic value. I applaud their efforts, want tradition if the cost is poverty, . 
T think we are optimistic about plural- and I hope they will continue to rene- NatioiiaUsm is what atreng±ena the 
fistic democracy, but sometimes it’s gotiate the debts which unwisely were natKm.andforus strengthening toe pa- 
H to be optimistic with all the social created by earlier governments and hon is hanng fewer poor people, have® 
Preblems we have. Inflation is now one which had only a limited effect on the a stronger economy, lettmg our people 
rtf.ota-.big problems, andil don't know Mexican economy-So, what Iknow of flourish because thej-have enougheep- 
how we arc going to solve it. The IMF President Salinas' policies, I would cer- 

snd the Vforid Bank press our govern- tainly applaud. „ only a spmtualfcrce, it increases if you 

raenteto reduce the bXt forteun- -John Kenneth GdbMh, have good economic conditions. So we 

P 16 -<>utj^Sdta’ttanttobS Harvard Univemly's. are wiling to make whatever (tenges 

^ paulM.Mrbuigpnfessor are necessary. ^ -Ahjondm Lajous 

the same ^sta!°^l theeconomtic of economics emerdus general manager, Channel 11 
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better if we designate a specific M D- 
Day” for economic integration. 

—Alejandro Mainero, manager of 
publicity, El Diario Noticias, Paraguay 

O ptimism over Latin America's future 
is warranted because the region to¬ 
day is undergoing a process of political 
democratization and making a serious 
attempt to modernize its economy. The 
most important thing is that these efforts 
are taking place in a context wherein the 
population has become aware that the 
former populistic policies did nothing 
more than foster false short-term ex¬ 
pectations. So now, in contrast to just a 
few years ago, Latin America is on the 
right track. However, optimism about the 
region’s future may in some cases be ig¬ 
noring the fact that efforts being made 
will come up against numerous obstacles 
that have their origin primarily in the ex¬ 
treme poverty faced by Latin America. 
In this sense; the efforts at moderniza¬ 
tion and democratization are doomed to 
failure unless they are accompanied by a 
process of redistribution that improves 
the quality of life of the poorest pop¬ 
ulation; 

—Augusto Alvarez Rodrich, 
editor in chief, Apoyo, Peru 

I i spite of ominous signals, like Vea- 
ezuela’s military uprising, I think that, 
yes, optimism (at least moderate optim¬ 
ism) is justified these days in most Latin 
American .countries. The change of 
generation that brought a new focus on 
politics and a new constitution was the 
most significant event of the past year. 

—Daniel Samper, 
WorldPaper associate editor 
for Latin America, Colombia 


I n Latin America it is frequently said 
that the truest accounts of life there 
are lies. The book that has come to 
define in Latin terms what to be a Latin 
means, is a novel, and not only a novel 
but a novel of magic realism called One 
Hundred Years of Solitude, I have friends 
in Chile who swear that the novel is com¬ 
pletely factual and that those events took 
place in the village where they grew up, 
including 40 years worth of rain, people 
levitating, and other such events. 

On the other extreme are newspaper 
articles which are supposed to tell peo¬ 
ple in the US what Latin America is all 
about. 1 remember reading those news¬ 
paper' articles before I went to Latin 
America in 1985, and my eyes would 
glaze over; and the names all sounded 
the same to me, and the events kept 
repeating themselves, and I kept think¬ 
ing, "Who are these people and why do 
they keep doing such strange things to 
each other?” The problem with the- 
newspaper articles is ti^t they giveyoq 
the facts, but they'do not tell the truth', 
about fife in Latin America because they 
provide no human context. It is, very 
hard to understand a continent; where 
magic and dreams and fate and luckphy: 
a much larger role than they do in thl 
"rational” US. —Tina Rosenbem 
authorof Children ofCain: Vtolepdt 
K ‘ and the Violent in Latin America 
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Capital flies—home 

Latin American reforms build a nest for funds 


By Nigel Adam 

in Boston , USA 


AUGUST OF THIS year marks the 
tenth anniversary of an event nobody 
wants to celebrate. The declaration by 
Mexico that it could no longer pay its 
debts triggered a series of defaults by 


other Latin American countries, chiefly 
Brazil and Argentina. The tortuous ne¬ 
gotiations which followed have ex¬ 
hausted banks and government officials, 
but the end may be in sight. 

Just over two years ago, Mexico 
reached a landmark agreement with its 
banks under an initiative launched by US 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas Brady. The 


banks agreed to exchange their old loans 
for bonds issued by the Mexican govern¬ 
ment which carried a lower rate of in¬ 
terest. Both the International Monetary 
Fund and the Wbrld Bank lent their sup¬ 
port to the deal. 

Now, hopes are high that similar ac¬ 
cords can be struck with Brazil and 
Argentina by midsummer. Brazil is Latin 
America’s most-indebted country, owing 
around US$40 billion to banks and an 
additional $24 billion to government 
lenders around the world. While Argen¬ 
tina has largely got its economy on 
sound footing, the same cannot yet be 
said for Brazil. But it has just agreed to 
a new repayment schedule for part of 
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its government debt and banks» 
optimistic. ^ 

Governments are always aware of nn 
tential opposition to any deal which 
smacks of surrender to foreign influence. 
Western bankers, on the other hand 
must be seen to be exerting pressure on 
debtor countries to satisfy their own 
depositors and shareholders. 

Behind the public posturing, Latin 
America is privately attracting foreign 
capital from sources other than banks 
This relatively recent phenomenon is 
encouraging for two reasons: it shows 
that corporate and individual investors 
have confidence in the region’s improv¬ 
ing economy but, more to the point, part 
of these funds represent “flight” money 
returning home. 

Flight capital is easy to define but im¬ 
possible to calculate with precision. In 
a recent report, the Wall Street firm of 
Salomon Brothers reckons that over 
$200 billion of capital left Latin America 
during the past two decades. Other esti¬ 
mates put the total pool of flight money 
closer to $400 billion. Because a large 
part of it left home illegally, the exact 
sums ^yill never be known. 

More recently, wealthy individuals and 
private companies have salted funds 
abroad to avoid punitive taxation or 
damage from soaring inflation. 

Much of the money fleeing Latin 
America has found its way into stocks, 
bonds and real estate in the US and 
Europe. So-called offshore funds, which 
invest in these sectors but are not sub¬ 
ject to the jurisdiction of the country 
concerned, have proved highly attractive 
to Latin investors keen to capture the 
highest return. Now they are beginning 
to look for those returns at home. 

According to the Salomon report, pri¬ 
vate-capital flows to Latin America 
reached more than $40 billion last year, 
compared with only $13 billion in 1990. 
About 40 percent of the flows consisted 
of borrowing, another 35 percent took | 
the form of direct foreign investment and 
privatization inflows, while 16 percent, 
or about $6.5 billion, made its way into 
the continent's stock markets. 

Mexico got by far the largest slice, at 
$16 billion, followed by Brazil with new 
$12 billion. The Mexican govern^ 
itself estimates that nearly $5.5 billw 
flight capital came home last year, drawn 
partly by privatization programs anil a 
booming stock exchange. 

Buoyed fay improving economic pm 5 ; 
pects, four of Latin America's exchanges 
were among the best performingtaJM 
world last year. Argentina managed a 
return in US dollars of almost 400 
centin 3991, while Chile and Mexico V. 
100 percent returns. Brazil, which only 
opened its stock market to foreigners 
July last year, scored over 350 peTce^ 

. Of course, flight money can always go 
wandering again. Despite the 
euphoria, some experts are warningmp: 
even a modest setback in ecxxM* 
terms could move the hot money 
again overnights 1 
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Latin 
Church 
in quandary 

Changes bring questions 


By Francisco Prieto 

in Mexico City, Mexico 

THE ECONOMIC crisis of the 1980s 
and the collapse of communism in 
Europe have placed the Catholic Church 
in Latin America at a difficult crossroads. 

Oft one hand, increasing poverty en¬ 
couraged the development of Liberation 
Theology and thus the confrontation of 
church and state across most of the con¬ 
tinent. On the other hand, the narrow 
defeat of the Sandinistas in Nicaragua in 
1990, the crumbling of the Marxist- 
inspired regimes of Eastern Europe, and 
the continuous democratization of most 
Latin American countries, at least for¬ 
mally, have forced a shift in church at¬ 
titudes. The “Christians for socialism” 
movement is losing its ideological base, 
and when priests and their grassroots 
organizations can act freely, systematic 
confrontation with the state has lost its 
point. 

. The exceptions are Mexico and Nica¬ 
ragua. In Mexico, the liberation move¬ 
ment is no stranger but the official church 
leadership has not only kept it on the 
sidelines, but also successfully pres¬ 
sured President Carlos Salinas de Gor- 
Ws administration into repealing the 
JJJpfos of the Constitution which, 
•though seldom applied, deprived the 
clergy of civilian rights and even outlaw¬ 
ed religious education. In Nicaragua, the 
flejgy played a very important role in the 
™m#a revolutionary movement, and 
wnen it took power two of its members 
°ccupied cabinet posts. 

However, the economic crisis is still a 
ij to all Latin American countries. 

Mexico, after 10 years of 
and unemployment, inflation is 
trnder control, the economy has 
woiverwfied and a degree of justice 
. distribution of earnings can be | 
on Horizon. In others, such as 
S' Has reached such high 
r*t it can lead only to revolt or to 

^social inertia. 

•Host Latin American countries face 

I hiwJll? ^rebuild their economy within 
S °f austerity, This neolibera&m 
on fre6 itiarket cajp- 
3J! 1 '** ^ugnant to the traditional 
^ doctrine of the Church, which 

writa Soap® 1 * and from the 

kta?? 8 °* cnuich fathers. For them, 
j*^P^rty8bould benefit the com- 
i*. $**1, and the fawners are nothing 
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Will poverty force the Church’s hand? 


more than administrators whose rights tl 
end if they produce injustice. Against d 
this, there is the fact that when freed ti 
from repression, the church hierarchy— ft 
naturally made conservative by the fact ai 
that it wields power—tends to cooperate d 
with government. g 

Three clashing tendencies are pre- n 
sent in every Latin American country, 
with the possible exception of Cuba, of o 
which little is known. The first tendency tl 
is that of the official Church to avoid any o 
kind of confrontation or concrete crit- — 
icism of the neo-liberal policies of the 
current Latin American governments, 
but the church will not repress those 
Liberation Theology movements which 
say that the Kingdom of God must be 
built on Earth. 

The second tendency is expressed in 
the view of Emilio Mfispero, Vice Presi¬ 
dent of Latin American Wirkers’ Head¬ 
quarters that 1 'capitalism has planted in 
our region models of consumerism that 
are totally unrelated to the basic needs 
of pur people,’ ’ and that, “the criteria, 
policies and measures that the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund is trying to im¬ 
pose...constitute true assaults on the 

Christian concept of work, of working 

men, their rights, their freedom, their 
conquests/ ’ Tins tendency is in agree¬ 
ment with the lectures and encyclical let¬ 
ters of Pope John Paul II who, after see¬ 
ing his native Poland freed, has ex- 
perienced the horror of a Europe im¬ 
mersed in materialism, where day-care 
centers and elementary schools are 
closing their doors, and where bonds. ■ 

between men and women have become 

ephemeral. 

This way of thinking can be found in 
the majority Of Mexican -Je suite and' 
Dominicans; In the leaders of the 

Salvadoran Church, and in the majority 

of the.Chilean clergy.. : 

In Mexico, the bishop of Chiapas sup- . 
ported this line.of thought and reacted 

.. i .L. vUo otate OfWPfflM 


the Chiapas aristocracy. The peaceful 
demonstration of3,000 peasants forced 
the governor—probably under orders 
from Mexico City—to free the priest, 
and since the bishop’s conduct had been 
decidedly within the teachings of the 
gospel, Mexico’s primate bishop could 
not object. 

A third tendency, advocates, directly 
or indirectly, armed struggle when it is 
the wifi of the people, and in some cases 
overlooks the teaching,' T give you just 


one command, love one another,” which 
is the cornerstone of Christianity. These 
advocates support class struggle, but 
while the tendency is quite widespread 
in the Brazilian and Nicaraguan churches, 
it is losing support elsewhere. 

Even Emilio Mfispero has written: 
“Within the framework of this ideological 
confusion and contradictions, at a certain 
point the group known as 'Christians for 
socialism’ emerges, but I am under the 
impression that it has been losing steam 
little fay little. I remember that in their 
first meeting they concluded that the 
historic instrument for the liberation of 
Latin America was the pro-Soviet com¬ 
munist party...Nevertheless, the Chris¬ 
tian utopia must be clearly ’affirmed;" 
solidarity with the poor is mandated by 
our conversion to the Lord, but we ex¬ 
clude all violent methods and causes for 
hatred in our social dealings.” 

However, this movement might expe¬ 
rience a rebirth if the extreme poverty 
affecting Latin Americans is not alle¬ 
viated. 

The influence of the major countries 
in the world and the conservatism of 
the diocesan clergy, who are generally 
close to the ruling oligarchy in their 
country, suggest that the second ten¬ 
dency, equidistant between capitalist 
and socialist materialism, will most in¬ 
fluence Latin American Christians in a 
way we cannot predict but which will 
undoubtedly lead to a break with the 
status quo. 4 


Nafta: Now or Never? 




Mdckan bwpSst and 
2*' ^PW^rattheUrfwraidad 


arresiw« _ mi,* 

had instigated a peasant upnstag^^ 
Driest, in fact, had only counseled the 


A special, 12-page edition of The WorldPapcr 
examines the arguments for and against a 
North American Free TVade Agreement in 
the US, Mexico and Canda as the day of y f 
decision draws nearer. It. suggests that a V 
NAFTA could lead the take-off of other \ 
Latin American economies, ' \ 

Associate Editor Anthony Westell, a 1 
Canadian journalist, cites the views of experts 
from the three countries in his analysis of: 

• Why Canadians Feat Free TVade 

• The Revolutions Mexican Attitudes . 

•. The Batde in the US Congress 

He deals with the hotly-debated . \ \ 

questions: • • • *. ' ' y 

• Will free trade cost manufacturing jobs y % 
>• in Canada-and the US—-and displace y ? 

farmers in Mexico? ... y. y 

• Will increased production hy. Mexico \ 
worsen the already polluted environment 
on the US-Mexico border? 


- Please send _^qopics of NAKB4: NOW OR NEVER? 

. at US$5.00 dach to: 

Name * 7 -^—, r : /_____!-' 

• Address;■■, i ^ .1- - ' •*i '■ ■ • ■ . • 

:!•.' -City •_..- VState ‘ . •' • • ; ‘ 

.•;\: r Cqun(ry^"^V ! ;-' ;V: : | jjLjfti,- 

Vi- ' . \ > 'Mail With.payment tbiTlie WpridP'^Jjer : ‘ •- ;V. » 1 -. : 

■' : 0World:Tfriwie.1V(A'02210 • / \ y.'V- 
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THE NEW TIGERS? 


Love, tears, and bolero 


By Daniel Samper m Bom, Colombia 


IF FREDERIC CHOPIN'S music served 
to keep Poland united and the Marsellaise 
;.rai|iedFrance around liberty, equality and 
: . fraternity* whycQuldn’t music keep Latin 
: ‘ -AineH<^ United? ; : ■ 

■ = Specifically, that music is the bolero; For. 
more than one 'hundred years, the &olerv 
;. \ ' has been usefid,. at least, forkeepinglatin 

I...;. American malea close to Latin American 
females. Even thbugh itwas bom in.the 
■ Caribbean, the bolem has been accepted as 
. a form of musical expression by all.of Latin 
. ; America: the proud Mexicans arid the 
. complex dwellers of Buenos Akes; by the 
loudmouthed Cubans and the: silent in- 
: habitants of the Andes;' by whites and 
:: ; bladks. mestizos and juulattps—by all who 
5l \ forfouropfivegeneratfonshavedaneedto 
•• V' andaung thebokro; .; 

vWith the passport oflanguage, the holm 
• ; has 1 even reached Spain r whero it'is cqi> 
; : ; sidered. part : ( 3 f a ^common, seritijmentaJ 
: ' ^heritage. That ii : to-say. 'it: is a part of a • 
.--mutual cultural heritage* sfocethew^ in' 
>. ;v ; - Which people feel and their feelings 

• I® an expression of their culture. 

B&amek.tisame tnucho, ■ 

• ": : ;: com tifitemesiaiioche la ititima m. 

: &tsarHe r bisam mticho, *. ■ 


, * < • 7 T » ""V . • • • % * . • 

" ; ; V : ’=v. ’’(Kiss me. ..kisstrie a lot, ” •/" = ‘ b ■' 
;. : : . V , ' As if tonight werethe last time. • 

|> : :i= : =;'^ ,K^s ipe,"4dss=me : :r 

‘vl•' .•!='; :■!• i amafraiddflosing'ypiL :r 
;of fosinglyouafe)-: 

«. • • 1 - ’ . ; ! : ■ iL ... •'.'M J’l ..4 "• ■ ■: « ’ . 


olafes'iSparilsh 


. ■'>. . -ViAtClHc*'. fWiihrt- .Ail f 



£ ? ."bjicj -ra 

■ :!* '•> V %.■ - y S'' Si'. 











suffering, pain, woman... 1 

. -^cannot expect much innc^ation from M 

the holme Either we accept it as it is^~ W- WQtglmEw s % 
tacky, teary, and sentimentd~or we turn [!;, , ^ A 

‘.to mllit^marches.Butj once the game's •• 

: afoot*. One can underBtand why the bolero i- jg§r v y 

6 as a fiqonse to Idll and.die.for IbVe^and ■ •• }=• 

■ .the jriOre ohe ei^’pys it* Its effectiveness :,v 
Cannot be deputed; for^'an'entire century, = 
loveha§bIos3omed In' LatinAmerica.nur." 

tured'; by bolero^d s^mi-darkness. :A * 7%; 

former Colombian president, Alfonso - 

L<5pe2 Micheisen, once gave a description V ^ l 

that characterize s the erotic atmosphere B 
that surrounds the bolero: 4 'The bolero is K 
a dance for young marneds who are start- hL 

Ing to get interested »in other people's M . _x 

spouses," ’ Mexican composer Roberto Cantoral. 

■ The bolero dance was already daring 50 ' . . .? , " ”' " , 

years .ago, when it seemed uncouth to ^ success; If cultural and eco- 

Show one’s feeling in public, “The bolero ? omic underdevelopment needs a hymn, it 
says hisforian Jaime Rico Salazar, "was ? ught to be a boler ° r Yes « the boler o may 
the most important ritual to woo the £ e the hymn of underdevelopment, but a 
woman of our dreams* * ■ at last * That ls t0 s »y* a music with 

i ■ Even, though the bolero is originally a * defined emotional territory under which 
Cuban product, it has been Latin America's * immunity can be cemented together, 
music par excellence, the mild-mannered / ^ nd ^ ie * s n °t i us * considered a 
brother of salsa. There is no Spanish- by Latin Americans-others also 
SReaking Latin American country where a *k ntdy ll ™ [h 131111 Africa itself. This is 
^fem,suchas "ElReioj" (The Clock), by rS the bolm has become mlernational 
Mexican composer Roberto Cantoral, is abandomilg lts root8 ' The list of 

unknown. Nor is there a country that has • ,8ts who have inc,uded bolem in 
hot contributed an outstanding bolero !* long: Nat ' ,Kin « , ’ Co!e * Edith 

Composer, singer or player. From Mexico , ’ Bing Crosby » Dori s Day, Pier Angeli, 
(Agustfh Lara, Pedro ^igas), to Argentina * )se P hine Baker « Maurice Chevalier, Titta 
s (Ieo Marim,.Libertad Lamarque), through Euffo » Enrico Garuso » Placido Domingo, 
.Puerto;Rico (Rafoel Hemdndez), Panama ^ dy Ru8S eii, Jose Carreras, Vikky Carr. 
(Carlos AjmarSn), Colombia . Qaime R. Even Wa lt Disney himself included "Tres 
Echeyeirfo), Ecuador (Julio Jaramilio) palabra ^' ( tbree words) as the theme for 
Child (LuchuGatica),.Bolivia (RadiShaw ffg®* Musica, maestro. 

Mprenoj and even Braz.il (Ary Barroso) ' T be bolero ls a L® 131 American passion 
^.. hrive beeri contributions to this s °metimes becomes dormant. But 
^rnOjfe'-: • ■:>_ ■. ■ K- • - . ,• : . , ; it is always beating and returns when it was •. 

ati*' > thought to haveleft forever. 1 'Children are 

'■>'^3551^• - .mging their'parents to teach it to them" 

■ .. ' Garcfa MSrquez JO years ago. His 
.; ; • . ■'premdnitiqh was correct. Shortly after, the 

'■•? ■;.., old Mero trios and singers were topping 
;>:;;<gpeS3r tftpe I^ik you ‘ ^ music charts once again in Spain arid 

b’my ami white, •. : \ sgveraj Latin American countries. In feet, 

. ; . iV-V*p.' most pf the films of postmodern filmmaker 
’! > Almqddvar honor this music that 
T-tV.V'i : , tnade pur love-sick grandfathers sigh. - 
Hpnriing,the risk Of uttering'a- bolero 
miist admit that tha totam. as' 


r pniase, we must a 
^el ;; Garela Mdr r .. 1oVb;:is eternal; ; 
kripira;apreti8,'0f : .db/e>ri’s bv.hAiMi* ■ i-. ■»' • 


■ ’tfityiodasJas ifylmm <jw wbton imndar. 
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Cannes 92 


Un palmares qui couronne 
le cinema classique 


C'ast to DmnolM Bllle Au¬ 
gust quJ regolt le Palme 
d'Or,. pour son film 
“Mellleuree Intentions". 
Autre coup de ccaur do 
to Crotoetto pour Robert 
Altman et eon "Player", 
qui se volt r6compens6 
pour la mlso on sedne 
et Vacteur principal 

LE JURY de Cannes 1992, que 
pi&idait 1'actcur franfais Gdrard 
Depardieu, a couronnd, lundi, Ic 
grand cindma classique dcs 
maltres confirmds, avee cn tfite, 
le Danols Billc August ct scs 
"Meillcurcs intentions". 11 osl ta- 
lonnd par les Anidricains Robert 
Allman ct James Ivory. Certains 
leprochcront pcut-filro aux dix 
jurds, doni Ic rdalisalcur John 
Boorman et l'acUkc Jamie Lee 
Curtis, do ne pas avoir joud le 
idle de (fites chcrchcuscs, Axun 
nom nouveau, aucun jounc rfia- 
lisaicur (et pas un Frangais) dans 
ce palmaifis du consensus. 

Maia mil no contcstera la qual- 
1(6 et la beautfi des oeuvres chois- 
ics. L'accueil du Palais des festi¬ 
vals a d’ailleurs 6t& plus que 
chaleureux, sans aueune des 
manifestations d’humeur notdes 
lesannfiesprdcddenles. 

Evdnomont hlstorique 

Le chow de BHIe August a ce- 
PWdant 6tonn6 et constilufi un 
evdnement historique puisque le 
Oanois avail d6ji regu la Palme 
“ y a quatre ans pour "Pellc le 
ponqufirani". Mais ses "Meil- 
lebres intentions" ont pant k la 
plupart un splendide moment 
(hois heures en fait) de cindma, 
fl vec en coulisses un sclnariste 
nommfi Ingmar Bergman. 

Cejcune cindaste.de 44 ans, 
qui na ,que cinq films derrifire 
ml, pent sabler le champagne 
avee sa jeune.et lolle dpouse, que 
gannes a prdfdre k la bdtanniqoe 
Bmma Thompson ("Retour k Ho- 
jj^rds end") donnde pour favor- 

. .Un autre coup de coeur de la 
jjolsette, Robert Altman et son 
*™yer, regoivent un© double 
jwmpense. D'abord . pour la 
en seine Imals anssi pour 
: if 1 *? priiK^iai, Tim Rofe«i 
* “^Id featival a dgalement ap- 
la premier film com me 



"II lodro 41 bambini", film Uatten, prlx spieidt dujury 


rdalisateur, "Bob Roberts". 

Donnd en tfite des prbnostics, 
Altman a probablement eu cen¬ 
tre lui le fait que les trois pr&e- 
dentes Palmes d'Or avaient 
I'accent amfiricain et qu'un be- 
soin d'autres cinfimatograpnies 
sc falsait sentir. 

James Ivory, lui aussl, avail 
enthousiasmd les fesdvaliers par 
1'amplcur et la magnificence 
d’"Howards end", n regoit un 
prix anniversalre qui dans le pas- 
sd a did d&emd aux plus grands 
noms. Fellini a eu le 40fime, An- 
loniohl le 35tme, Visconti le 
25fcme. Ivory ne ddparepas dans 

la lisle. . ... 

Le moins connu des OTieastes 
du "haul* 1 du Palmares est 
I'ltalien Gianni Amelio, dont le 
quatrikme film, "II ladnYdl feun- 

blni". est eihpreint d une dmottop 

tendre. Les jurds I'ont skiud v/tc 
Jeur pox spdeial et Amelio est 
momd sur sefine aveC . SCS deipt 
perils lidrqs, Valentina 
Oius^jpe leracjiano, to^s deux 

:*S 1 SS 5 S!Ri^ : 


qu'au travers de coprodwdons: 
la Sqit a participd aux "Med* 
leures inlentions", et le film du 
Russe Vitali KanevsVd a bfindfi- 
cid d'une aide officielie. 

Amaud Desplechln et son 
dnigmatlque "SenUnelle", citde 
aussi blen pour la Palme que 
pour la Camdra d'Or n'apparfflt 
nulle part. Ce dernier prix, deye- 
nu d'une grande importance puis- 


nu U Ulic —-r , 

qu'il rdvfele les grands noms de 
demain, ievient k I'Amdricain 
John Turturro, dgalement acteur. ■ 
Enfin Depardieu et ses collfigues 
ont salue un cindma difficile et 
ambitieux, en couronnant aussl 
iEspagnol Victor Brice, auteur, 
d'un doeumenlaire sur la crdailon. 
artistiqiie qui ne risque pas de 
fair© exploscr le box-office, maiSj 
qui a did pdord par les cindphues. 
.pursetdurs. 

Parml les absents de marque' 
’ au Palmarfis: David Lynch et son. 
"Twin Peaks", Sidney Lumet et 
ton "Stranger among us". Mate 
ces oublis n'ont dtbnnd oersonne 


gCS UUUUn as w** w-". 

et susciid aucun regret: I 


i ( 1 v '• • i * 5 1 '• *,f i »\f \J t 1 J . ? ,• • ; ‘! f ; I • x'. > y_ 


FRANCE • L'Ambassadeur de France en Jordanie a 
ddclard mardi, lors d'une reunion du Rotary Club* que 
son pays appuyalt "le droit du peuple palestinien a 
rautodfternunatlon pouvant conduire k 
rdtablissement d'un Etat inddpendant". Denis Bau- 
chard a soutignd "les efforts de son gouvemement 
pour convaincre les Etats-Unls de fcdre partlclper les 
PalesUniens k toutes les dtapes du processus de paix". 
Par ailleurs, l'Ambassadeur de France a formellement 
nid que 1'Europe alt 1'intention d'accepter Israel 
comme membre au marchd commun. 

HOOLIGANS - Vingt quatre "hooligans” prdsumds 
ont dtd mis en detention provtsotre par ime Court 
d'lrbld pour une durde d'une ou deux semalnes. Cer¬ 
tains sont accuses d'avolr chargd des policiers et 
d'avolr endommagd la citd sportive A1 Hassan, vendre- 
di dernier, lors d^un match de football entre A1 Ram- 
tha et A1 Falsali. Selon des tdmoins, des spectateurs ont 
lancd des plerres contre les Joueurs d'AI Falsali. Les 
policiers ont utillsd des gaz lacrymogknes pour dis¬ 
perser les supporters. 

PETROLE - La Jordanie espkre condure un accord 
avec la firme sud-cordenne Hanbo pour explorer ses 
ressources en pdtrole et en gaz naturel. Le Ministre de 
I'Energie et des ressources mindrales, AU Abul Ragheb 
a ddclard que cette compagnie dtait prfite k passer des 
accords avec Amman en vue de prospecter au Yemen 
etau Soudan. 

ESCWA - La Commission dconomique et sodale des 
Nations Unies pour I'A&ie Ocddentale a conclu un ac¬ 


cord avec le Programme de Ddveloppement des N.U 
(PNUD) en vue d'appliquer des plans de developpe- 
ment dans les Terrltolres Arabes Occupy , OWectlp 
contrlbuer k une hausse du niveau de vie. confonne- 
meni aux resolutions et decisions de l'ONU. Les deux 
parties souhaitent par ailleurs la collaboration 
d'autres' organisations des Nations Unies dans 
1'elaboration de ces projets. 

RESTAURATTON - Aprks la dkdslon du Roi Hussein 
d'allouer 80S millions de dollars pour la restoration 
de 1 'esplanade de la Mosquke Al Aqsa et du Dome du 
Rdcher, les Jordaniens viennent de former un comlte 
populafre pour supporter cette initiative. Ce comlte. 
quT compfend des residents de Jerusalem est dirlge 
par Dr Bassam Al Saket. 


qui comprena aes. resiaenu ae jerusmem vai uuigc 
par Dr Bassam Al Saket. 

EXPO - Le Poste d'Expansion Economlque Fran«ais, 
organise une presentation d'automobiles des trois con- 
structeurs hexagonaux k l'occaslon de l 1 Exposition In¬ 
ternationale des Industries Mecanlques d'Amman (In- 
ter-Ind) du 25 au 29 mai. Les modNes exposes: la 
Renault 19, la Renault Express, |a toute nouvelle 605 
Peugeot et la 405, mats aussl la Citrokn ZX. Cette par¬ 
ticipation est le slgne d'une tentative ftjngaise de 
s'afflrmer sur.le marchk des quelques 250.000 voitures 
jordanierines. ; - - _ 


A VOIR... 


■ CINEMA - Dans le cadre de la genuine du cindma europfien. 
an CCR* veddredl 22 mat, k 20h00, U Petit Criminel de 
Jacques Doilltm(1990). Un policler pris en otage par un jeune 
adokscent tente de le remettre dans le droit Chemin. 

CINEMA D - "Aprtoia guerre" de Jean-Loup Hubert(I989), 
lundi 25 mai k 2Cfii0q au Centre culturel fr an sals. Avec Rich¬ 
ard BohringeF. ■ 

EXPOSITION ..Travaux des klfeves du collkge de Nazareth 
du mgrdl 26 au dimandbe 31 mai au CCF. . 
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Resurrection 


Carte Visa, le retour 

Apifcs une absence trfes remarqu6e de deux ans et quelques contre-temps, la c61fcbre carte de credit 
Visa rdapparait en Jordanie. Date du lancement ddfinitif: juillet prochain. In Sha Allah! 

Dans deux ans, la Jordanie devrait compter prfcs de 30.000 porteurs de carte 



LA NOUVELLE s'est rfepandue 
dans lout le Royaume: la carte 
dc crfedit Visa fait sa remrfee sur 
la setae jordanienne. Un come¬ 
back trfes auertdu mais qui, 
com me pour toutes les stars, s'est 
fait aitendre. En novembre derni¬ 
er, lo Jounlain dtait en mestizo de 
vous rdvdler une date: la "grande 
dame" qui facilitc toutes vos op¬ 
erations financi feres devait enirer 
en fonction dfes le ddbut du mois 
dejanvier. 

Quelques grands hfitels et 
commer^ams ont rdpondu h 
i'appel. Mais les plans dc Said 
Shuqom, le "monsieur carte 
Visa" jordanien, coordinatcur de 
la "Jordan Payment Services 
Company", ont connii quelques 
ddfaillances et rciaiids. Le lance¬ 
ment officiel est maintenant pro¬ 
gramme en juillet. 

Clap Visa deuxifeme! 

C'dtait done un nouveau fame 
depart pour la carte Visa, version 
jordanienne. Mais cette fois-ci 
sera la bonne, assure Said Shu¬ 
qom. II sail dc quoi il parle. C'est 
lui qui dtait le responsible de la 
premifere apparition en Jordanie 
de la fameuse petite carte aux 
trois couleurs, en 1982. U travail- 
iait & cette dpoquo pour la trisle- 
ment cdlfebre "Petra Bank". 
Cclie-ci a entraind le systfeme 
Visa dans sa chute. 
"L'expdrience dtait loin d'fetre 
sattefaisante", afCrme Said Shu¬ 
qom. 

Plusieurs raisons sont Invo- 
qudes. Une politique de market¬ 
ing trop agressive qui ne tenait 
pas compte des capacitds finan- 
ciferes des clients. L'absence d un 
systfeme d'informatioa permet- 
tant de contrfiler completement 
le rdseau trfes ddveloppd des 
-abounds. Enfln, une ccrtaine re¬ 
sistance de la part de quelques 
banqiies locales qui ontboudd la 
cane et refusd de coopdrer avec 
la "Petra Bank". 

Les legons de r&hec 

Said Shuqom et ses assodds 
prdtendent avoir tird les lemons . 
de cel dchec rcienttesahL Aprfes 
la ense puis la guene du Golf©,- 
qui n'ont pas manqud de retarder ' 
davantage i'opdratfon, Said Shu- ' 
qom se remet au travail. En sep-' 
tembre 1991, il erde la .JPSC. 
Une socidtd privde au capital de 
500.000 DJ dont les actionnaires 
sont cinq grandes banques jorda- . 
niennes. La Cairo Amman Bank, 
la Housing Bank, la tranche ' 
danienne de . la Arab Banking 
Corporations Ja Arab Jordan In- 
vtatment Bank participent fe hau¬ 
teur de 112.500 DJ chacune. 

La dnquifeme banque, la Jor- ! 
dan Investment add. Finance 
Bank a quant fe elle investi ■' 
50,000 Df dans la JPSC. Tout 
semblait fin pifet pour le.com- 
mencemerit des opdraiions en 
janvier. Mais ce n'dtait qu'un | 
faux depart, Le dfeoxifeme. Les ■: 
raisons de ce retard? "Rien & voir • 


p* 
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Said Shuqom, le "monsieur carte Visa" Jordanien 



avec le proefes des dirigeants de 
la Petra Bank qui a eu lieu il y a 
quelques semaines", ddclare Said 
Shuqom, ancicn responsable du 
service Visa de ceue mfeme 
banque. Selon lui, elles sont au 
nombze de deux: "A la fin de 
I'&nnde 1991, nous avons altendu 
un certain logiclel qui devait 
nous Sire found par la socidte 
Visa ■ International. Nous 
n'avions ^ pas beaucoup 
dlnformations fe notre disposi¬ 
tion le concemanL Renseigne- 
ments pris, nous nous sommes 
apeiyus que ce logiciel empfech- 
ait tqute action individuelle de 
notre part". 11 qjoute: "Technl- 
quoment, c’est evident, nous for- 
mofis l'im des secteurs de Visa 
, International. \ Mais, finan- 
ciferemtat, nous tenons k one 
certaine inddpendance". 

. Said S huqom ne baisse pas les 

bras. Il s'est mis fe chercher un 
nouveau 1 logiciel. Finalement, 
c'est Multipack, logiciel foumi 
par la social franfaise "Techni- 
cob", qu| hdrlie du marchd. 

Deuxifeme raison expUquant le 
, retard du lancement de la carte 
Visa en )ordanie? "Lofs de ia 
station de la JPSC,'les diffdr- 
eats meqibres fotidateurs se tom 
mis d'accord sur un point Jmpof- 
tanu. le lancement; final n’aura 
pas lieu (ant que tous les parte, 
nafres ne $eroqt pas acceptes par. 
Ia socidtd Visa International ba- 
see 5 Ltindres, Une dfeniarche qui 1 
demand© beaucoup de .temps.' 
Nous pensons eh vehlrfe bput,eii 
Juih ;prpbhain\ Dfes . kitB^ tJlIs' 

■T ^^ W 


rien ne devrait fqirc obstacle h la 
mise en route du systfeme Visa 
en Jordanie. 

Aqaba, principal pftle 
d'ailraction hivcmal pour tou- 
ristes nordiques amateurs de so- 
leil, a bdndficid d'un traitement 
special. Dfes ddeembra demler, 
pour satisfairc une clientfele 
fetrangfere qui ne peut pas vivre 
sans ce laisser-passer financier, 
le systfeme Visa a repris ses fac¬ 
tions dans les grands hfetels. Un 
excellent moyen d'encourager les 
dfepenses tout en les simpliflanL 
Puis vient peu fe peu le tour de la 
capitals. 

Aujourd'hui, quinze succur- 
sales des cinq banques action- 
naires distribuent de I’argent li- 
qulde contre prdsentation de la 
carte Visa Internationale. Les 
grands hdtels et certains com- 
mergants, cpmme les bijouteries, 
ont fegalement adopt* le systhme.. 
Soil environ 150 points sigfialds 
par le- petit autocollant bleu- 
blane-or. Mill© commergants 
devraient dans les sept mols fr 
vemr accepter les paiements par 

Forte demande locale ; ; 

. Mais 1 te ddvelqjperi^ent du 
systfeme Visa he doit pas unique, 
ment coheerner les- ■ toiiristes 
taangers. La JPSC doit faire 
race fe une forte, (femande sur |e 

aalrer 

10.000 clients jc^datiiehs. Aprfes 
deux ans tfafetfyite; 25 % pm 


personnes devraient possddcr 
rune des trois formulcs dc carte 
proposes par la JPSC. Avec des 
frais dc souscriptJon allant do 15 

M P 01 ^ unK carte 
d utilisation sirictcmcnt locale, fe 

100 DJ pour une canc VIP. Prlx 
iniermfedialrc: la carte Interna¬ 
tionale classique qui coQte 50 DJ 
par an. 

A noter: ces frais scronl iden- 
tiques dans les cinq banques ac- 
tionnaires. La competition entre 
dies ne se jouera qu'au niveau 
des diffdrents services rendus 
aux clients. 

Said Shuqom est ambltleux. 
Son objectif principal: la carte 
Visa doit devenir la carte do 
cr&Jil numdro on en Jordanie. 
Son ifeve; sa socifet* pourrall 
prendre la troisifeme place au pal- 
marfes des centres Visa de la rt- 
gion. Un objectif que Said Shu- 
qom atteindra sflremcm avec 
,1 aide d unc jeune dqiripc compo¬ 
se dime ( quinzalne de per- 
sorntes, Sa.pers*Y*iance a d'raea 
18 rfsurrcciIon 

te carte Visa on Jordanie. Un au¬ 
tre miracle n’est pas impossible. 


Mfcbfele Rletur. 
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Cette fois...la 
194 

REBONDISSBMENT fa. 
porianl dans les ndgodaiiom 
dc palx au Moycn-Oricnten 
ce qui conccmc notammem 
la diaspora palcstinicnnc. U 
rdfdrcncc h la rdsolulioa 194 
des Nations Unlcs relative 
aux droits des Palestinians 
chnssds do leurs tenes de¬ 
puls 1948 a constitufe 
rdldmenl prcsquc central des 
pourparlers multllaldraux 1 
Ottawa. 

L'importancc do la rdhabU- 
Station dime des multiples 
resolutions des Nations 
Unies reside dans le fait que 
cc sont les Btats-Unis, relay- 
6s par la France, qui l'ontm- 
ilicc. 

Acte audacicux qui a re- 
donnd aux trois millions de 
Palesliniens dc la diaspora, 
sinon l'cspoir, !e rfive de rc- 
(oumcr ou dc rfeintdgrer un 
jour Icitr terre confisqiik 
Souiagcmcnt pour ces frferes 
dont sculc la Jordanie, sur 
21 pays nrabes, a daigndac- 
cordcr lc droit fe la nalionali- 
(6. 

I.'imtation des Isradlicnsa 
puussfe lc Ddpailemcni 
d'Etat fe unc petite marche 
urriferc. Mfeinc si la question 
ilu droit nu rctour doit main- 
tenant Gtrc ddbattuc hors du 
cadre des ndgociations, le 
prineipe a fid flnbli. 

L'afiinnaiion dc 

l'Ambassaticur dc Fiance cn 
Jordunic, sur lo "droit du 
pcuplc palc.slinicn & disposer 
d'un litat inddpendam" et les 
efforts de Fan's pour "con- 
vainerc les Etats-Unis de 
faire pnrticipcr lea Palcstini- 
cits fe lmncs les dtapes du 
processus de paix" conslitue 


TTri'v^^raTtiTii! H- 


rimplicaUon des Palwunleni 
de rmtericur commc de 
l'cxldricur, dans l'application 
du droll ■ 

I'oulodfiienninailon, Voire 
au retour. 

La rdKrence aux rtok 
lions des Nations Unies 
tives & la "Question de M- 
estinc" devrait « 

prdludc & une participation 
toiale dc JXJrganiMiion dajj 
le rfeglement du con/lii ® 
Moycn-Orient- 
Maintenir ct renforcer W 
opdraiions dc paix 11 tow™ 
mondiale. Tcls Aaieni 
recommandations sorties« 
la demiferc rencontre^ 

Washington enue Oeo^» 

Bush el Bouiros Ohali- 

L’aiutmlc de Tel Aviviev- 
rail feire plus sage 
idalislc. Si chaque jail J* 
n’importc ou dans le 

ale droit dc rctour IU Tflrt 

Saintc, comment le* ^ 
geanu isradhens _ owj*® 
priver lea Falcsthjiens oe I* 
diaspora de rdoumcr 
"pays natal". u 

. U droit au retour avee» 

ddveloppemcm . 
mais aussi^•hwwBfSJS- 
la question dfef et 
du d&armement I**™!! 

pfcnca an 8 u,aij ? - jj! de 
ifegtencnlJuste etdtffaWj^ 

ce craiflit qui a a»ef 
suffU aeutenumt da ^5SES:. 
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Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send 
a photo...we will run it 
free of charge in The 
Star's People and 
Events page. 


• Last Friday the British Ladies 
of Amman held their annual May 
Farr in the garden of the British am¬ 
bassador's residence. It was a beau¬ 
tiful summer day and a real occa¬ 
sion for a family outing. There 
were stalls to buy from, children’s 
activities, donkey rides and typical 
English leas. Four pipers of the Jor¬ 
dan Armed Forces added music and 
color lo the occasion, which was held to raise money for Jordanian 
charities. Due to the very generous donations of many Jordanian, Brit¬ 
ish and other companies and individuals, ihc British Ladies managed 
to raise a record amount of money this year and would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone wno contributed by either donations or 
their time to make this fair a success. 


• Businessmen and r‘~^ 

computer buffs [ 

from Jordan's uni- ^ 

versitles, aimed 

forces, banks and li- - 

braries attended the 
Mouasher Computer show, 
which opened last Wednesday at 
the Marriott Hotel. 

Organized by the Computer 
Division of the Scientific and 
Medical Supplies Company 
(SMS), the show focussed on the 
products of Hewlett Packard 
computers, leaders in the world 
computer market. 

Patronized by Minister of In¬ 
dustry and Trade, Dr Abdulla 
Ensoor, the opening was attend¬ 
ed by SMS president Mr Ante 
Mouasher, Vice President, Mr 
Sarnie Mouasher, SMS Comput¬ 
er Division Director Mr Mu¬ 
hammad Shmout and Hewlett 
Packard Area Business Manager 
Mr Yves De PrevUle. 

# Musical events seem to be in 
abundance in Amman, this week. 
The National Music Conservato¬ 
ry in co-operation with the 
American Center will present 
Apple HiU Chamber Players, 
USA at Hassan Bin Talal Audi¬ 


torium of University of Jordan on 
Sunday, 24 May at 8:00pm. 

One of America's foremost cham¬ 
ber ensembles, Apple Hill Cham¬ 
ber Ensemble has a diverse reper¬ 
tory, from the classical 18th to 
the 20lh century masterpieces to 
new works by leading young 
American composers. 

• A piano recital with a differ¬ 
ence. John Briggs, British pia¬ 
nist, well- 
known for 
his spec¬ 
tacular set¬ 
tings of his 
concerts, 

(remember 
his 1989 
performing 
in Petra). 

Organized 
by the 
Marriott Hotel and "International 
Traders." The concert will be fol¬ 
lowed by a gala dinner party at 
the Lebanese House Restaurant in 
Jerash. To avoid the inconven¬ 
ience of driving at night the Mar¬ 
riott will provide the concert- 
goers with a bus service. The re¬ 
cital will take place next Thurs¬ 
day, May 28th., at 8 pun. 


• Ad- Dustour Arab Bas¬ 
ketball Championship 
ended on Sunday, 17 
May, with the team from 
Iraq, A1 Korkh winning 
the championship. It was 
followed by Al Stiuria 
from Iraq, Al Orthodoxi 
from Jordan, Al Ahli 
from Jordan, Al Marka/i 
from Lebanon, Al Riyadi 
from Lebanon and Al 
Khartoum from Sudan. 

The tournament whs 


iiW&Mk 


concluded with a dinner banquet given by Minister of Youth Dr Sa¬ 
leh Irshefdat. Those present included Eld Al Fayez, general secre- 

S of the Ministry of Youth and Seif Al Sharif, director general of 
Dustour newspaper, who began the evening with an opening 
speech, welcoming and thanking all those who attended the tourna¬ 
ment which also marks the newspaper's silver jubilee. 
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AUB president renews 
old school ties 


By Kate Daniels 

Star Staff Writer 

"ITS GOOD to be back," said Dr 
Frederic Hcrtcr, president of the 
American University of Beirut — 
whom 1 found relaxing with his 
wife last week by the Marriott 
Hotel pool. 

Last in Jordan in 1989, Dr Hert- 
er was back in town to celebrate 
what he described as a "signifi¬ 
cant educational milestone* — 
the AUB's 125 th anniversary. Ap¬ 
propriately enough, the happy 
event also coincided with the Jor¬ 
dan Alumni Club's 20th annlver- 


uraced by the presence of Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor, those attending the 
occasion celebrated the beginning 
of a new phase in the AUB's his¬ 
tory. With Lebanon's civil distur¬ 
bances over, the university is how 
'rejuvenating' — while former lies 
between the Jordanian alumni and 
their Alma Mater have once again 
been consolidated. 

"This was the perfect opportuni¬ 
ty to re-establish contact with the 
Jordanian alumni," said Dr Hert- 
er. "It was also a chance for us lo 
express our thanks lo Their Ma¬ 
jesties for their support for the 
university. Interaction between 
the AUB and the Jordanian com¬ 
munity shows that our fortunes 
are clearly entwined." 

Indeed this is so. With three of 
the AUB's current board of trus¬ 
tees comina from Amman vnrf the 
deputy president and the academ¬ 
ic vice president of the university 
being Jordanian, over the years, 
the AUB has helped play a major 
role In the governance of Jordan. 

Since the late 1930s, five of Jor¬ 
dan's prime ministers were edu¬ 
cated at the AUB, as were scores 
of Jordanian ministers and senior 
civil servants. "The American 
University of Beirut has been an 
extremely important feeder insti¬ 
tution for governments all over 
the Arab world," said Dr Hcrter. 

"One of tee missions of the uni¬ 
versity is to create a breed of 


Agenda 


rum* 

■ 4th European Film Festival 
Program of Events , , 

21 May - "El Cabeztita" (Spam) 

22 May - "La Petit Criminal" 
(France) ■ 

23 May - "Lo 551a Indegp" (Ita¬ 
ly) . 

7A May - "Elihe Vere" (Nether¬ 
lands) " • 

At the Royal Cultural Center, . 

8pm 

/til films free of charge- 

-I ' ' At I 


graduates who have solid respon¬ 
sibilities and are not bound by 
any sectarian or confessional 
shackles," he added. "Jordan has 
given us a number of very strong 
and powerful people; three of our 
most active trustees are Jordanian 
—- Mr Ali Ghandour, Dr Kamal 
Shair and Mrs Laila Sharaf. We 
owe a tremendous amount to 
them and Jordan." 

A professor in surgery at Co¬ 
lumbia University, New York, Dr 
Hertcr has been president of the 
AUB for five years. His interest 
in the university 
goes back to the 
’SOs, when he was 
invited to Beirut to 
participate in the 
9th Middle East 
Medical Assembly. 

It was then that he 
became "intrigued" 
by the AUB. 

Son of Christian 
Herter, Secretary of 
Slate to former US 
President Eisen¬ 
hower, Dr Herter 
was keen to stress 
that the AUB te 
"not an arm of US 

£SE?dfi'A »» 

that the US govern¬ 
ment "helped tremendously" dur¬ 
ing the Lebanese civil war. 

The AUB is, in origin, a mis¬ 
sionary college lhaL promotes an 
American approach to educa¬ 
tion," he said. "By this I mean 
that we have an open, free curric¬ 
ulum and that anything can and 
will be taught, Demand for ad¬ 
mission to our courses is tremen¬ 
dous; we select about one out of 
every seven applicants." 

Half of the student body at the 
university te enrolled within the 
faculty of arts and sciences, while 
other departments include the 
medical, agriculture, health sci¬ 
ences and engineering faculties, 
the department of education, the 
institute of business and banking 
and die nursing school. The uni¬ 
versity alsp boasts one of the best 


hospitals in Lebanon. 

Dr Herter also emphasized the 
socio-economic role that the uni¬ 
versity plays. Beside 450 faculty 
members, u employs over 2,000 
non-academics, making il the 
second largest employer in Leba¬ 
non after Middle East Airlines. 
"Economically, the AUB is very 
important to the government,” he 
said. 

According lo AUB sources, af¬ 
ter the last year and a half of rela¬ 
tive peace the university can now 
look forward to brighter days. 

The most recent 
trial, however, 
has been the pro¬ 
cess of picking up 
the pieces after 
the bombing of 
College Hall. 

The bombing, 
which occurred 
last November 
and destroyed the 
university's fa¬ 
mous clock tower 
and the central 
administration 
and teaching 
building, dealt a 
tragic blow to the 
architectural lega¬ 
cy of one of Bei¬ 
rut's most distin¬ 
guished institutions. 

With the clock tower having 
toppled onto the adjacent library, 
the university now has two major 
pieces of renovation to attend to. 
Fundraising events have been 
busily organized — including the 
Jordanian Alumni Club's anniver¬ 
sary celebration — in the hope of 
raising the $15 million needed to 
cover reconstruction costs. 

Dr Herter said: "Symbolically, 
the bombing of College Hall has 
become very important to our 
students. We hope that by bring’ 
tag AUB alumni together again 
we will be able to share our 
memories and contribute towards 
renovating what is probably one 
of the most beautiful parts of the 
city." ■ 



7:00pm, the American center will presenting a lecture tilled, 
be presenting "One. flew over "Mosque and Ornamentation" - 
the cuckoo's nest” The lecture will be held at the 

Goelhe-InstiUit on Tuesday 26 
Exhibitions May at 7:OOpm. 


the cuckoo's nest 1 ' 

Exhibitions 

■ At the Jordan .National Gallery 
of Fine Arts, the Malaysian art 
exhibition entitled "Rtealah Dari 
Malaysia", which was opened on 
7 Mayi will run until 7 June.. 

■ The Abdul .Htaneed Shoman 
Foundation is' exhibiting paint¬ 
ings by All Taleb and Rate* Na- 
sirl. The exhibition opened on 
Tuesday, 19 May and will contin¬ 
ue until 18 June from Saturday to 
jbiitsday 10:00 am 5:00 pm. 

Lectures • 


'SrWSZS May M." :■ DpVPpyu-MVAniiyebwillbe : 


Field Trips 

■ Friends of Archaeology will 
be conducting a field trip to Ma- 
daba on Friday, 30 May. Depar¬ 
ture from the Amra Hotel park¬ 
ing lot at 9:00 am. 

Garsge Sale ; 

■ The American Woman of Am¬ 
man are holding are garage sale 
on Friday 29 May from 11:00 

. am to 4:00 pm at Al Hussein So¬ 
ciety. All propeeds. go lo charity. 
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ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30 — Super Bloopers. 

9:00 — Encounter. 

9:30 — Documentary. Environ¬ 
ment 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Feature Him. Easy 
kill. Wife of a drug smuggler ana 
an ex-policeman try to cheat her 
husband of his life insurance. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Wings. "Stand up kind 
of Guy": 

9:10 — Documentary t Casting 
for Gold. 

10:00—News in English. 

10:20 — Law and Order. "A 
death in the family": A cop is 
killed and investigations uncover 
that he was killed by his 
partner In self defence. 


MONDAY 

8:30 — Empty Nest. “Dr 
Weston and Mr Hyde 
9:10 — Capital City: 
Could the "Chaos" theory 
be applied to investment 
with success? 

10:00 —• News In Eng¬ 
lish. * 

10:20 — .Gold. Police 
and villagers co-operate 
with the gold mine owner 
who is trying to clear his 
name of accusations 
made against him. 


Gold Brush. 11 The importance, 
use, production and hazards of 
paints. 

10:00—News in English. 

10.20 — Challenger. 

THURSDAY 

8:30—The Simpson: 

9:10—NBA BasbetbalL 
10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Movie of the Week. 
"The Maid" A love story in Par¬ 
is between a bank manager who 
poses as a maid and of his female 
colleague. 


FRIDAY 

8:30 — Coach. "Loomstruck" 
9:10 — E.N.G. : "A Tangled 
Web." 

10:00—News in English. 



Programs on 
Jordan 
mg Television 

mL 23 — 29 


□IMANCHE 

5:30—Michel Vailbnt. 

5:45 — Des chiffres et des let- 
tres. 

6:15—L’Ecole des fans. 

7:00—News in French. 

7:00 — Carnet de notes. A pro¬ 
gram on classical music. 

LUNDI 

6:00—Lesjeu des animaux. 
6:10 — Le monde sous-marin 
de Jacques-Yves Cousteau 
7:00—News in French. 

7:15 — The Weekly Sports 
Magazine. 

MARDI 

6:00 — Les aventures de Joe. 
A new cartoon series for chil¬ 
dren. 

6:08 — Les tortues 
Ninja. 

6:30 — Marc et So¬ 
phie. 

7:00 — News in 
French. 

7:15 — Varieties. A se¬ 
lection of French songs. 

MERCREDI 

6:00 — Le monde est & 
vous. A variety and a 
cultural program. 

7:00 — News in 
French. 

7:15 — Interiropique. 
The agriculture maga¬ 
zine on Africa. 


TUESDAY A scene from Palace Guard, Tuesday at 9:10 JEUDI 


8:30 — Princesses. 

"George Sings the Blues": 

9:10 — The Palace Guard: 

10:00 — News In English. 

10:20 — Classical Film, Death 
Drums Along the River. Richard 
Todd and Mariame Cole. Com¬ 
missioner Sanders uncovers a se¬ 
ries of murders committal by a 
greedy doctor in Africa. 

WEDNESDAY 

8:30—Saved by the Bell: 

9:10 — Doc. / Equinox, "The 


10:20—Inspector Morse, 

FRENCH PROGRAM 

SAMEDI 

6:00 —Les tortues Ninja, 
6:23— Les dessous des cartes. 
6:30 —La Gymnastique. A new 
series about a girl who plays 
gymnastics. - 
7:00 —News in French. 

7:15 — Magazine E»M6. The 
Cultural Magazine 


6:00 —■ Les sanctuaires sauv- 
ages. A documentary program 
on animals. 

6:30 —Maguy. 

7:00 — News In French. 

7:15 — Le cirque du solell. In¬ 
ternational circus. 


Announcement 

Scholarships to study.music in Germany are available at the 
Royal Endowmuent for Culture and Education Noor A1 

Hussein Foundation.’.. . : 

Applicants should be Jordanians, holders of the Certificate 
of General Secondary .Education or equivalence and have 
studied music, for a minimum period of four, years 

( official credentials-needed). 1 ■ || ; 

All applicants will be.interviewed by a specialized committee 
; who will review!thei(fijes:andievaluate the^rotisical skills' 
and preparations, ^ ■ _■■■ ' '. : ' 

The National Music .{jonser^-atoryy : 

1 Noor A1 HusSein;Foundation ' •; ■'v ;.. . 

P.O.Box 926687 '' \i ;'■} •>' ;,•!;/ , '/ 

Apaman -. Jordan ; F 

Applications should w fttf. jfejftbjq address-by.'May^^30;1993 . : 


VENDREDI 

5:30—Doctar Teyran. Second 
episode. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 — Fusions. A cultural pro¬ 
gram. 
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TOP POP SINGLES 

1. Jump, Kriss 

Kross, Columbia » 

2. Save the Best 

Vanessa : 

Williams,Wing 

3. Bohemian 

Queen, 

' Hollywood : . 

re™ c eline 

ftessRsas. 

S 38 B*r*S?, 

,7. Aint 2 proud 2 Beg, TLC. 
Arista * , 

aJ^^ JoePu hUc. 

Atiadiii StaiT,; 

Jiazard-kldhard Marx,iCapJ- 


HOME ^ 
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■ " JFK" (Warner): Director and 
co-writer Oliver Stone's Hugely 
controversial - and stunningly 
filmed - take on the 1963 assassi¬ 
nation of President John F. Ken¬ 
nedy casts Kevin Costner as Jim 
Garrison, the New Orleans attor¬ 
ney who put forth one of the 
many conspir¬ 
acy theories. 

The enormous 
cast also in¬ 
clude Oscar 
nominee Tom¬ 
my Lee Jones, 

Kevin Bacon, 

Gary Oldman, 

Joe Pesci and 
Sissy Spacek. 

★★★ (R: AS, 

P.V) 

■ "COMPA¬ 
NY BUSI¬ 
NESS" 

(MGM/UA): 

International 
intrigue sur¬ 
rounds Oene 

Hackman and Kevin Conner 
Mikhail Ba- Aevin '- osiner > ‘ 
ryshnikoY in 

director Nicholas Meyer's (Star 
Trek VI) espionage drama, in 
which a CIA operative is dis¬ 
patched to return a foreign 
mole" to his homeland in a top 
secret swap... only to take it on 
the lam, as they discover they're 
both considered expendable by 
their respective governments. 
**(PG-13:AS,P,V) 

■ "THE COMMITMENTS" 
(Fox): One of last year's true 
sleeper hits, director Alan Park¬ 
er's (Fame) critically acclaimed 
musical-drama focuses on young 


Irish friends who form a n®. 
singing group, specializing 1 ^ 
cover 1 versions of Motown hi? 
As one might expect, the 
track is iemfic; the novice star* 
lirolude Andrew Strong, Maria 
Doyle, Dave Finnegan and Ana- 
line Hall. (R; AS, P, V) 



"i§w 

• ? r s-\ ■ 


: 

—li__V. 


Star of "JFK". 


■ "FATHER OF THE 
BRIDE" (TOUCHSTONE) 
Steve Marlin is the father, and 
newcomer Kimberly Williams 
the bride, in this remake of die 
1950 comedy (PG) 

RATINGS: 

A - don't bother, - not bad, 
★A* - worth seeing, irkick • 
excellent. 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE 
KEY: P-profanily; V-vlolence; 
GV-particularly graphic violence; 
AS-adult situations. 


HOROSCOPE 

SrAiSnSr* 


ARIES (21 March - 19 April): 
Tuesday and Wednesday wul bo 
your toughest days this week. An 
authority figure could be watch¬ 
ing closely. 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): 
Gel Involved with an investment 
opportunity on Tuesday. After 
that, the deal could produce more 
talk than profit. . . or was that 
Wednesday? 

GEMINI (21 May - 20 June): 
Your luck should improve notice¬ 
ably Wednesday afternoon, 
around 4:57 and 20 seconds 
when the sun goes into your sign, 
don't miss it. 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July); 
Tuesday and Wednesday morn¬ 
ing are the best times fra- you to 
advance on your long-term goals 
like getting up and going to 
. work, so take my advice and slay 
mbed. 

LEO (23 July - 22 August): The 
logjam you've been battling Is 
starling to break up. By about 
Wednesday night, you should no¬ 
tice a shift In your favor. But if it 
doesn't break up by then, then it 
never will. (What are we talking 
about?) . 

VIRGO (23 August - 22 Septem¬ 
ber): Tuesday and Wednesday 
morning should be Very good. 
«an to gel most of your work 
done then. ; You do remember 
■ what work is don't you? 

LpRA (23 September -'22 Co- 
tober): YouU either be feeling 
really really happy this week, or 

■SSskSmsS? 


☆ 


SCORPIO 

(23 October - 21 November): 
Monday night look forward lo a 
pleasant romantic surprise... un¬ 
less your married that is. 
SAGITTARIUS (22 November* 
21 December): Monday you 
be driving with the emergency 
brake set. Check for a probtem 
you've overlooked. I don't thiy 
we're talking about cars heron-; 
ther. 

CAPRICORN (22 December • 
19 January): Close a big deal 
Tuesday. Make sure al yw* 
numbers arc right, and sign oj 
the dotted line. Oh, and o® 1 
open the door to strangers or ac¬ 
cept any lollies. Yep, even a 
they’re strawberry flavor. _ 
AQUARIUS <20 January- » 
February): Your luck will chfflip 
for the better on Thursday 


luce your Hi end mat muwi, 
you can hide out on Sunday 
we won't tell. 

PISCES (19 February - » 
March): If you travel by car Moo- 
day or next Sunday, beware# 


really helps 
;Wedk, doesn't it. 


you 1 plan 


era also. -j, 

M If you were bora this 
you should have an intercrtfflg 
year (I know I did in »y 
year). After a slow start your 
reer should lake off. AW»# 
you have doubts about 
ties.: don't *lv* up,, walking 
be real easy <mce you gel 
hkngoflt.. . : •• :■ 
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Would You 
Believe. 

Chicago CubB baseball 
player Ryne Sandberg, 
who recently signed a $7 
million a year contract, 
will make more than 
$43,000 a game^in 1993. 

Giant snails* from Afri¬ 
ca reportedly can grow to 

be as large aB a potato. 

* + * 

U.S. government sta¬ 
tistics say that about 6 
percent of young women 
ageB 16 to 19 have been 
married. But only 1.6 per¬ 
cent of the young men in 
that age group have 

walked down the aUle. 

* * * 

There are more than 20 
million people in metro¬ 
politan Mexico City. By 
the year 2000, that num¬ 
ber is expected to grow to 
nearly 28 million. 

* i * 

The kaffir cat, thought 
to be the ancestor of the 
modern house cat, was 
worshiped by the ancient 
' Egyptians. 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 
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By GARY LARSON 


ACROSS 

40 Entrances 

5 Empty space 

36 Occur 

1 Unsatisfac¬ 

41 Other 

6 Joint of 

37 Concept 

tory 

C ObIh'ii 

42 Study room 

the leg 

36 Part of n.b. 

5 Safes 

43 WrltBS 

7 Single 

44 More 

relative 

44 Parson’s 

8 — Yutang 

frantic 

10 Feats 

home 

9 Spread hay 

45 Affirm 

14 Spirit 

46 Tiff 

10 Degrade 

46 Barrel part 

15 LlttlQ 

47 Kingman 

11 Train com¬ 

47 Stupid onB 

Orphan —" 

48 Roofing 

ponents 

48 CoarsB 

16 Torment 

material 

12 Wheel part 

tobacco 

17 People In 

51 Impertinent 

13 Mythical 

49 Minnelli 

general 

52 Table scrap 

river 

50 Tiny bit 

20 Before bag 

65 Criminal 

IB Unemployed 

51 Pygmy 

or ball 

traffic 

19 Bring 

52 Racetrack 

21 Uninterest¬ 

violator 

news of 

shape 

ing 

59 Soviet sea 

23 Went 

53 Gambling 

22 County In 

60 Knlght'B 

swiftly 

city 

England 

weapon 

24 Epic nar¬ 

54 Playing 

23 Chimney 

61 Neck hair 

ratives 

card 

part 

62 Plucky 

25 African 

58 551, to 

24 Tender 

63 Between: 

port 

Caesar 

26 Witch trial 

pref. 

26 Colander's 

57 Triad for 

town 

64 Gambit 

cousin 

office 

28 Theda — 


27 Priscilla s 

58 Bad boy 

29 Fuel 

DOWN 

John 


32 Ill-humor 

1 Lithuanian 

26 Borscht 


33 He wrote 

2 Century 

vegetables 


"Love 

plant 

29 Vexes 


Story" 

3 "l Remem¬ 

30 Entertain 


34 Elec, unit 

ber —" 

31 Graf — 


35 Flag colors 

4 Pass 

32 Thin nail 


39 Prayer 

catcher 

33 Be frugal 


CIBB2 Tribune Media Services. Inc. 





"Well, according to the dictionary, I'm Just a large, 
flightless bird from East Africa.... But believe me, 
Doris —■ once you gat to know me, you'll see 
I'm much, much more than that." 


U1 

UUUU UtlU! 
UUSU UUhll 



JORDAN BRIDGE 


fly (Mintssati Gbancm 


First National Festival 

THE JORDAN Bridge Association organized the 
Hrst National Festival which Included three 
main events : The Open pairs, The mixed pairs 
end The open teams. 

Though of the many positive aspects of the fes¬ 
tival , spccficaily regarding organizing and scor¬ 
ing, two negative points laid their dark shadows 
on the festival. 

Hret Is the marketing issue, the most important 
subject almost in every festival, the date of the 
events affected tremendously the number of par- 
ti^penis, so many players were outside the 
country and others were loo busy to participate 
in this time of the year, the organizing commit- 
lee should start thinking of a better date for the 

next year's, festival. 

SeCond is the players spirit, the bridge players 
ere known to have a sportive spirit with Us main 
element Qfspplyihg active ethics votentarily, the 
jypproe is completely odd in this game , and 
“5*e who can riot maintain a sportive spirit must 
^completely Isolated outside the game commu- 

Jjfjs improper to accuse any player without evl- 
-£!%'. m klnkes many happen but every thing 
to tfie coocemed committees, 
conclusion was concluded by Mr. 
i Haddad: 'Criticizing must be sworn- 

. jMth contractive ideas, and we sbouW 
2j^^^^^^ving the* W applicable 


Back lo some hands, here is one from the mixed 


Giorgio Armani at home 


pahs first session: 


North East 

South 

1¥ „ 2# 

2* 

4V 5* 

5V 


Pass 7 

With a favorable vulnerability, what do you bid 
with the East hand: 

V 3 * 6 ♦ K QJ975 *AQ864 

Another hand from the teams event. 

North East South West 
1 + Pass 1Y 2* 

Double Pass 3* Pass 

At equal vqlnerability what is your bid with the 

N “*'n? ¥ KQJ *QI*753 *■ 

N«t! week we will discuss those hands, aw) if 

to mcorsend 

XCLw tewulBvriU be given hi de- 

tails, the first ofeach event were . . 

rv-fl Pairs' Arafat Al-Saheb - Sandor Elzeln 

KS; StabrO iBelb.^ ■ » 

fihassan Ghanem - Marwan a 
^.ST fahtouSSininil ■ SemnitEteio. 


























































































































